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For The Sunday-School Times. 
LIGHT AT EVENING. 
BY MRS, M. E. SANGSTER,. 


The morn may be dull and dreary, 
And the sunbeams scarcely win 
Through the gathering clouds a pathway 
Thy fainting heart within: 
But the promise remains to aid thee, 
A ray forever bright, 
Though the day be ever so weary, 
Ateve it shall be light! 


The morn may smile in beauty, 
And the noon be overcast 
With heavy curtaining shadows, 
In gloom that holds thee fast; 
But still press on! Thy Leader 
Went through a darker night, 
And ere thine comes, he has told thee, 
That thou shalt see the light, 


By the river side at evening 
The mellow light shall fall,— 
The glory of the city 
Where they need no sun at all; 
And what though the road be rugged, 
And the sky be seldom bright, 
Binceevery footstep leads us 
To the lovely land of light!— 


To an eve of golden glory, 
Toa morn exceeding fair, 
Where earth and its changeful story 
Shall seem the amen of prayer ;— 
So short, so swift, so submissive, 
And just as the Father thought right, 
Its morning and noon and nightfall, 
All leading us straight to the light. 


8 ee 
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MIXED CLASSES. 


BY JAMES H. KELLOGG. 


HE ever-recurring question, at conven- 

tions and elsewhere, of the retention 
of the older pupils in our schools, is one 
which has never yet received a satisfactory 
solution. Various expedients have been 
suggested, and have had the elements only 
of partial success. While the Sunday- 
school continues to receive the personal 
presence and help of only a fraction of our 
church membership, it is hardly to be ex- 
pected that young men and women in 
many cases not professors of religion, will 
be ready to continue in its ranks, save as 
their position as pupils is rendered pleas- 
ant, attractive and profitable. 

Much of the stimulus toexcellence in the 
scholarship of our secular schools certainly 
lies in the fact that their recitations are so 
conducted as to afford the fullest scope for 
observation and competition. Students 
of both sexes in the public schools recite 
together, and the public review and exami- 
nation is held in common. This is fre- 
quently the cases in academies and semi- 
naries, and the influence of such associa- 





tion is justly held in high estimation. 
There can be little doubt that the incite- 
ments to excellence in both deportment 
and scholarship are the greatest in mixed 
classes, among the more advanced pupils 
certainly, and, we believe, generally 
through the schools. Such association is 
natural, and when regulated by the re- 
straints of wholesome rules of conduct and 
discipline, must prove highly beneficial. 
The Sunday-school, which from the 
brevity of its sessions is really only a place 
of recitation.in the main, seems to have 
lost sight of the idea of mixed classes. The 
class must be composed exclusively of one 
sex and usually the teacher must be of the 
samesex. Theinfantclasses, it is true, arean 
exception, but even there the boys must be 
religiously fenced away from the girls by 
the division of at least an aisle or a pew 
back. Now why Miss A.’s class should 
not be composed of three boys and three 
girls, and Mr. B.’s of three girls and three 
boys, we can see no good reason. They 
are there to recite their lessons. The strong 
arm of Mr. B., and his kindly smile, and 
the gentle look and loving touehof Miss A. 
are at hand to enforce, by winsomeness or 
stern authority, the strictest discipline. 
We know, however, that any well-bred 
boy will behave all the better for associa- 
tion with a modest and well behaved class- 
mate of the opposite sex, and we are sure 
that such relationship in so delightful a 
study as the Scriptures will prove a help 
and not a hindrance to either side, both as 
to deportment and progress in knowledge. 


Certainly, at the restless age of young 
manhood and womanhood, such associa- 
tion, with the social influences of the class 
outside the time of recitation, could not but 
have a strong attractive tendency, and tend 
greatly to accomplish the desired object of 
the retention of older pupils in our schools. 
We do not now suppose, for a moment, 
that the discipline of a mixed class in Sun- 
day-school will, in the hands of a compe- 
tent teacher, be at all lower than that of a 
well regulated secular class. Nor do.we 
make these suggestions with any reference 
to mere sentimental views of the social re- 
lations of society. One thing is apparent, 
there is often difficulty in maintaining the 
interest of the older pupils of our schools. 
At this time this social influence upon 
each other is becoming strong and impor- 
tant. Is it not practicable for the Sunday- 
school teacher, through the plan of mixed 
classes, to wield this personal influence, of 
either sex, for their mutual advantage and 
the good of the school? 





The subject, of course, has a wide range 
of details, and doubtless admits of large 
discussion. I have thought best thus to 
hint at it in the columns of The Times, and 
hope that other and abler pens may elimi- 
nate its features, and, meanwhile, I may. 
again have the pleasure to speak of its 


merits. 
— ————> > 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY. 


(Second Paper.) 


BY THE REV. JAMES F. HOLCOMB. 


A* important distinction is to be made 
between unity and uniformity among 
those who are Christ’s. I have no idea 
that denominations are to die out entirely. 
Much less do I expect that any branch of 
the church as it now exists will eventually 
swallow up all the other branches. As 
time rolls on, the denominations will un- 
doubtedly become fewer, and as the end 
of the world draws near, they may become 
very few indeed, but my opinion is that 
there will be different church homes for 
the Lord’s people while the world stands. 
Hitherto each denomination has been do- 
ing its own work for the Master, in its 
own way, and it is not unlikely that a simi- 
lar diversity of instrumentalities will be 
employed by the Saviour until the final 
consummation of his glorious work of grace 
on earth isachieved. But though there be 
variety in the expressions of our belief, as 
far as non-essentials are concerned, and 
though there be diversity of operations for 
the advancement of God’s cause, there 
may be at the same time the warmest sym- 
pathy among Christians, and the most 
cordial co-operation in all that pertains to 
the common work of Christ. I find no 
difficulty in loving my brethren of other 
denominations who are as strongly attach- 
ed to the churches of their choice as I am 
to mine, if only they are filled with the 
Spiris of Christ. I can bid them a most 
hearty God-speed in their evangelistic 
work, and I can earnestly pray for their 
success in all their efforts to save souls, if 
only they preach ‘‘ Jesus Christ and him 
crucified.’”? And while I do all I can for 
Christ in myown chosen field of labor, I 
shall not think that my brethren are work- 
ing against me or my church in endeavor- 
ing, by every proper means, to advance 
their own denominational interests, if only 
itis manifest that in all they do they are 
seeking more than any thing else the glory 
of God in the salvation of precious souls. 

A single soul is worth infinitely more 
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than all the differences between Christian 
denominations. It was an oft-repeated re- 
mark of Dr. Plumer, of the Western Theo- 
logical Seminary, and an evidence of his 
deep piety and whole-hearted devotion to 
Christ, ‘‘I had rather be the means of con- 
verting 10,000 souls, all of whom would be- 
come Methodists or members of any other 
Evangelical denomination, than to be the 
means of converting 9,999 souls, all of 
whom would become staunch Presbyte- 
rians, for there would be the difference of 
one precious, immortal soul saved from 
death and hell, a jewel in the Saviour’s 
crown forever and forever.’? Who would 
hesitate to make such a-choice as that? 
Certainly no one who is fit to preach the 
gospel. 

Oh! how much would be gained for the 
cause of Christ, if all Christian people felt 
that denominational differences and preju- 
dices must decrease, and that Christ must 
increase. Then let us cherish the spirit 
of Christian unity. Let us seek, by every 
means, to magnify the Lord Jesus; let us 
strive in every way to glorify God; let us 
ever manifest our love for all the people of 
God. Let us show in whatever we do for 
God, by the manner in which we do it, 
that we are about our Father’s business. 
Then we shall have reason to expect that 
God will bless us, and that he will pros- 
per his work in our hands. 

God, by his providence in these favored 
days, is plainly speaking to his people and 
saying tothem, Go forward in the direction 
of Christian unity. He is speaking to his 
ministers, and giving them a charge like 
that which he gave to Moses, Speak unto 
the people, that they go forward. Weil is 
it for us, if we hear and heed the heavenly 
voice, and if we keep pace with the Lord’s 
providence in these days of progress. 
—— 
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PULPIT TALK. 

66 T SUPPOSE I ought to stay up here 
while I talk to you,’ said one of our 
most able and successful Sunday-school 
men, from the pulpit of a church none too 
modern in architecture; ‘‘ but I ‘can’t do 
it!’ and he descended the stairs as he 
spoke; ‘‘I can’t talk on Sunday-school 
subjects from a mid-air atmosphere, I 
want to get here among you!’’ and tone 
and gesture bespoke relief as he reached 
the simple platform and resumed the bro- 

ken thread of self-interrupted remark. 
Was there not a suggestion here given 
for use of many a teacher? Is there not 
too often from the self-conscious position 
of an acknowledged teacher an effort to 
talk pulpit talk that results unfavorably? 
The most successful teachers are glad to 
put away this consciousness, to get low 
among the class and entreat in spirit as 
well as command in earnestness, attention 
to the mighty themes that are under con- 
sideration and discussion. The high pul- 
pit influence, of which there is indeed less 
each year, is a barrier to true communica- 
tion and sympathy of spirit. We know 
good people, who in conducting classes 





seem to think it indispensable, however. 
From the time the Question Papers are 
taken out and the Bibles are opened, voice 
and manner have a mid-air-high-pulpit 
tone and influence. They don’t get among 
the scholars in spirit, and appearances are 
that they do not think they ought to. For- 
mality of demeanor, which is a different 
thing indeed from true dignity, can but re- 
pel the heart’s warm confidences, nor can 
it add weight to the mighty truths which to 
expound and instill is the Sunday-school’s 
mission. 

The Great Teacher spoke familiarly, 
sympathetically, and as the loving Friend 
everywhere and always. The more the 
soul is deepened, broadened and imbued 
with the spirit of his teaching, the more 
genially, acceptably and successfully will 
his followers teach, whether in daily liv- 
ing, in the class, or by the wayside. 
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FOR LOVE'S SAKE. 


BY MRS. M. E. SANGSTER,. 


N looking over the Tauchnitz edition of 
the New Testament, in which the va- 
rious readings are given from the three old- 
est discovered manuscripts of the original 
Greek, I have been greatly struck with the 
wonderful amount of labor performed by 
the compiler, Prof. Tischendorf. During 
thirty years he toiled at his work, searching 
the libraries of Europe and those of obscure 
and remote convents in Asia and Africa, 
being able at last to settle the origin of the 
gospels, amd to prove the authenticity of 
the New Testament, by witnesses such as 
no uninspired work of Greek literature can 
boast. 

The labor in which this man has spent a 
long life has been a labor of love. The 
thought of it has been his one master pas- 
sion. His meat and drink have been the 
constant study of the earliest manuscripts 
of the New Testament extant. How shal- 
low, beside such devotion, seem the plati- 
tudes of French infidels and the sophistries 
of American free thinkers!- 


A short time since, I met an enthusiastic 
botanist. Every blade of grass, every tiny 
flower, every little vine creeping by the 
road-side, every moss-cup greenly clinging 
to some rough stem or gnarled root, was to 
him most interesting. Nature wooed him 
with a thousand sweet voices, and held up 
for him a face forever dimpling with smiles, 
A weed to the uninitiated was to him a 
friend, a darling, an acquisition. His fa- 
vorite study was laborious at times, but the 
labors were born of love. 


During the war, I remember meeting a 
mother, who by slow stages was taking 
home to the green hills of Vermont her 
maimed and crippled son. The shadow of 
death was dark over the blue eyes and the 
sunny hair. The boy’s voice came in flut- 
tering sighs; it was plain he would never 
be well again. But how they both clung 
tohope! ‘‘IfI can once get under the old 
roof, and smell the lilacs in the door-yard, 
Ill be all right!”’ ‘‘1’ll nurse him into 
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strength again, never fear!’’ said the bright, 
worn little mother, her labor of love shining 
through her tearful eyes. Neither the 
scholar, the man of science, nor the mother 
cared how long or how late they toiled, be- 
cause they saw before them, clear and plain, 
the end of their labor. It was heart-labor. 

When Dr. Judson came back from Bur- 
mah, after thirty years labor there, he could 
hardly make a speech in his native tongue. 
‘* Ah!’ said he, ‘‘ when I crossed the sea I 
burned my ships.”’ 

When, not long since, a missionary died 
in China, his effects, after a life-long ser- 
vice, consisted of a Chinese dres:, a Bible, 
and a few tracts. 

There is never any love’s labor lost, dear 
friends, if it be heart-whole, loving labor 
for God. The Master sends us forth with 
our orders; he sees to all our charges, he 
promises to be with us always, to the 
world’s end. But let us work as if we 
loved it, earnestly, eagerly, constantly, un- 
reservedly. In our especial work the re- 
sults are large and the harvests are soon 
gathered. As Sunday-school workers, we 
can feel that we are entitled to the sweet 
blessing of him who twice said to Peter, 
‘* Lovest thou me? Feed my lambs.”’ 

Norfolk, Va. 
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WAYSIDE WORK. 

A LADY passing along on the outskirts 

of a town, saw a rude, unmannerly 
girl hanging out clothes. She was accom- 
panying her occupation by scolding at a 
group of brothers and sisters, who seemed 
to stand in awe of her sharp tongue and 
quick movements. 

‘““There is energy going to waste,” said 
the lady to herself. ‘*‘ These people seem 
to be new comers. I must see if I can get 
a hold on them.’’ 

Standing by the fence, the lady spoke 
pleasantly to the girl, ascertained that they 
were strangers, and invited them one and 
all to the Sunday-school. They came, the 
mother-sister bringing in her ragged flock, 
with punctuality, every Sabbath. She was 
herself placed in a Bible-class, where her 
prompt answers, perfect lessons, and tho- 
roughness made herafavorite. Herteacher 
helped her to gain a better education, lifted 
a little of the burden that was making her 
sometimes cross and impatient through her 
very desire to bear it well, and never lost 
sight of her till she, in her turn, became an 
earnest discipleof Christ. She bent all her 
energies to this service, and now, asa 
teacher, is enjoying many opportunities for 
bringing otheis to him who came to save. 

So the seed sown by the wayside, sprang 
up and brought forth fruit a hundred fold. 

Twenty years ago a child, seeing many 
poor children kept at home from Sunday- 
school for want of clothing, said to herself, 
‘*What can i do?’? She went to a school- 
mate and proposed that they should esta- 
blish a little sewing society in their school. 
From one to another they went, till thirty- 
five agreed to join, each promising to give 
five cents a week, and as much more as by 
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any self-denial or earning of their own, they 
could get. OF course they did only a little 
at first, butthey kept on bravely. By-and- 
bye they held a fair; older people seeing 
their enthusiasm, helped them on. The 
society, from such small beginning, has 
grown into a very efficient benevolent or- 
ganization, and the children of the original 
founders are now engaging in it. So much 
for that seed sown by the way. 

Another lady, teaching in one of those 
sewing schools which are doing so good a 
work for the poor children in our cities, 
found that now and then a little Jewish 
girl wanted to be taught, but was keptaway 
because the school was held on Saturday. 
She invited several such to meet at her own 
house on Friday. They came, were taught 
to sew, and by degrees were taught of him 
of whom Moses. and the prophets had 
spoken to ears too deaf to hear. Two thus 
taught came out from Judaism and em- 
braced the faith of Christ. 

Friends, are you thus working by the 
wayside? A seed here; a seed there; a 
golden harvest by-and-bye. Itis well worth 
your while. A TEACHER. 


-_--—-—— 
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THE FIRE OF COALS. 


SABBATH-SCHOOL teacher had 

been busy all day over a suit of cloth- 
ing she was providing for a needy scholar. 
She was wearied with her task, and with 
the weariness came a slight feeling of im- 
patience that she had undertaken such a 
labor. She could not but feel that it was 
quite a condescension for her in her com- 
fortable home to take so much pains for an 
almost pauper. What claim hadshe upon 
her? Would Miss K——or Miss C——take 
so much trouble for any member of their 
classes? The more she dwelt upon it, the 
more she came to regard it as quite a meri- 
torious work, something entirely outside 
of her round of duties. 

That evening, in the course of her regu- 
lar reading, she came upon that portion of 
the Word which spoke of Jesus’ loving care 
for his toiling, wearied disciples. He had 
returned to his home in heaven, and re- 
ceived the honors and joyful welcome ac- 
corded to such a beloved Prince, and now 
he had come down once more to the dusty 
ways of earth, fora little season. A com- 
pany of his disciples had been out all night 
in their fisher’s boat, and were returning to 
the shore weary and disheartened at their 
ill-success. When they reached the land 
there was their beloved Master, and, most 
welcome sight to the hungry fishermen, 
‘ta fire of coals with fish laid thereon and 
bread.’’ He had not thought it too great 
a condescension to kindle a fire with his 
princely hands, and prepare their frugal 
meal. And can we think any service we 
may do in his cause a condescension ? 
This thought came home most forcibly to 
the teacher’s heart. She felt the rebuke of 
her Saviour’s whole life of self-denial, and 
longed to follow that life more perfectly. She 
remembered that God exacts of us all the 
good we are able to perform. That this is 





our only standard. That he will never ex- 
cuse us, because this one and that did but 
half their duty. Instead of mourning over 
‘the day lost’’ in sewing for the destitute, 
she reproached herself for the many days 
she had spent in idle trifling aud self-indul- 
gence, which might have been given tothe 
Lord in caring for his suffering one. She 
remembered the poor, the blind, the lame 
she might have aided, ‘‘ the fatherless and 
he that had none to help him;”’ the widows’ 
hearts too that she might have ‘ made to 
sing for joy,” and she felt deeply humbled. 
A new resolve sprung up in her heart 
henceforth to work for her Master asshe had 
not done in days past. Might not a simi- 
lar self-examination and study of the life 
of Jesus, induce us all to come up higher 
in our self-denial and devotion in his 


service ? 
> 
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WHY JOHNNY LIKED THE MIMISTER. 


66 (\H, wasn’t that a good minister we 
had to-day ?”’ said Johnny. 

“Yes, very good. Which sermon did 
you like best?’’ said his teacher. 

“Oh, I don’t know. It wasn’t the ser- 
mons altogether that I mean.”’ 

“What then?’ 

‘* Why he prayed for Sunday-schools and 
boys so good; I never heard any one pray 
so much for boys. Most of them don’t. 
That’s why I liked him.” 

‘* Do you like to be prayed for ?”’ 

‘Why, yes, of courseI do.”’ 

‘The minister prayed to-day that all the 
boys might be Christ’s boys. Did youlike 
that ?”’ 

‘Yes, and I prayed as hard as I could 
that I might be. When we hear people 
praying for us it makes us think it is about 
time to be praying for ourselves. If chil- 
dren don’t like to say much about good 
things, I guess they all like to have the 
minister remember them. I always watch 
and seeif they pray for young folks; if they 
don’t, I think they won’t bave much in 
the sermon for them either. Then of 
course I don’t listen as well as I should if 
I thought there was something for me.”’ 

8. R. M. 


~-<—- 


MAKING USE OF GOD. 
HE Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in one 
of his late Lecture-Room talks, gives 
the following suggestive incident for Sab- 
bath-school teachers as well as for all 
Christians: 

I knew a woman who dwelt miles away 
from society. She was a woman of much 
intelligence. Herhusband was both a phy- 
sician and a farmer. She lived upon a large 
farm and had many cares totry her. She 
made her closet her chief comforter. If 
sick and desponding, she went to God in 
prayer; if trouble came and she could not 
bear it, she went to God in prayer; if she 
had solicitude for her children, she took 
them to God in prayer; though living 
more than four miles from church, she was 
always there, and had a class in Sunday- 








school. She had no time in the week to 
prepare herself, so on Saturday night after 
the children were in bed, she sat in the 
old-fashioned kitchen alone, with the old 
clock ticking behind her, and studied the 
lesson and prayed herself into the spirit of 
it, often sitting up till midnight. The 
next day she went to her class, and like a 
skillful workman, selected one pupil and 
began praying for her, meekly, trustingly, 
confidently. It was not long before she 
was converted. ‘'Now,’’ said she to her, 
‘‘we will pray for another.’”” So they 
brought this spiritual battery to bear upon 
the second. Then they took the third, and 
thus, in the course of a year, the class of 
twelve, or fourteen, were all brought to’ 
Christ but one, and she rose of her own 
accord for prayer. 

When the whole class were brought in, 
the teacher said, ‘‘ Whom shall we pray for 
now?’”? A girl from a neighburing class 
came up, and said, ‘‘Pray for me,’ and 
from thisphysician and farmer’s wife came 
a revival of a hundred converts, in which 
revival I worked. There have been many 
ministers who were brought into the king- 
dom by that woman’s faith and labor. 


<->. 
> <> 
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ANGELS UNAWARES. 


i is a very common thing for us when 

we have prayed earnestly for divine 
guidance in some particular matter, to 
wish that God would give us some token 
by which we might be assured of our an- 
swer. But no doubt in every such case, a 
close observation would show that he had 
sent an angel to us unawares, with just the 
direction we needed. Everything which 
brings us thoughts of God, by which he 
speaks to our souls. isin onesense his mes- 
senger. Did you never take up, by seem- 
ing accident, a book, and read a page ora 
paragraph which struck you most forcibly, 
as just the counsel yourstate required? Did 
not some particular sermon, at some period 
in your life, seems as if it had been written 
purposely for you? Have not sudden losses 
or alarms, or various providences often 
aroused your soul to shake off the slothful 
fetters, which had well nigh proved its 
ruin? Often you can see as plainly the 
hand of God in leading you to the society 
of one who shall prove a blessing eternally 
to your soul, as could Paul and Cornelius 
recognize his guidance in bringing them 
together. It is one of our great faults that 
we cherish too little these angel visitants, 
We are slow to see in them God’s messen- 
gers, and hence derive too little benefit 
from their teachings. 

If the Word of Ged is well studied, we 
shall seldom be at aloss, as regards duty in 
any particular case, and if we attentively 
heed the teachings of all influences that lead 


us to him and warn usoff from the enemy’s 
land, we shall ever see before us a safe, 
straight path for our feet. Weshall no: 
stumble nor walk in darkness. Let us nor 
despise the humblest messenger he sends 
us to, that we may learn wisdom. Even 
the tiniest insect may teach us just the 
lesson we need to learn. 
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Publishers’ Aotices. 


Please consult this column every week. 








New Testament Palestine.—Some weeks 
ago we called attention to Rev. Mr. Gage’s ad- 
mirable little Relief Map of Palestine in the 
Time of the Patriarchs, which embraces not 
only the ancient boundaries, with the locali- 
ties of cities, towns and villages, of early Bible 
times, but is moulded so as to show the eleva- 
tions and depressions of the surface of the 
country. The same author has prepared an- 
other map, exhibiting in a very impressive 
and interesting manner, Palestine inthe Time 
of our Saviour, with the divisions and subdi- 
visions of the reign of Herod the Tetrarch. 
These maps are intended for the teacher’s use 
in his class, and will be found to invest Scrip- 
ture Geography with a new and fresh interest. 
Price $1 each. Copies sent by mail on receipt 
of price. 

Music-Books for Sabbath-Schools.—If 
any school desires to be furnished with new 
music-boeks, and has not decided upon the 
one they wish to purchase, we would advise 
the superintendent or chorister to send for 
simple copies of two, three or four of the latest 
published, and examine them carefully 
at their own homes. When a decision is 
reached, all sample copies not desired may be 
returned to usin exchange for copies of the 
book that has passed approval, and seems best 
adapted to the wants of the school. 





-_- ———” 


A PERSONAL SKETCH. 


A LATE number of ‘“ The Weekly Mail,’’ 
published in St. Louis, gives place on its 
first page to a biographical sketch, with por- 
trait, of our well and widely known Sunday- 
school brother, E. D. Jones. We take plea- 
sure in giving some extracts from this sketch, 
which we feel sure will be of personal interest 
to hundreds and thousands of our readers: 


EpwaArp D. Jonss, the distinguished bank 
officer and Sunday-school superintendent of 
St. Louis, was born of mingled Welsh and 
Scotch parentage, in the Island of Jamaica, in 
the West Indies, March 28, 1832, and is, conse- 
quently, in his thirty-ninth year. His father 
was an extensive coffee planter in that island, 
but the emancipation of the slaves, in 1838, 
caused him to remove to this country. He 
settled in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where 
he engaged in commercial pursuits, and was, 
for a time, successful; but he was burnt out in 
the great fire of April, 1845, and died in the 
following August. As the family was now 
poor, Edward was obliged to leave school and 
go into business, to assist in earning a liveli- 
hood for himself, his widowed mother, three 
brothers, and a sister. He was astore-boy ina 
dry-goods house till 1847, making the most of 
his scanty wages and limited opportunities. 
He diligently attended a night-school, taking 
lessons in book-keeping, and endeavoring to 
fithimself forsome commercial position. From 
1847 to 1849, he was clerk in a queensware 
house, after which his mother bound him for 
three years to a banking firm, as book-keeper. 
This determined the character of his business 
future. He remained five years with this firm, 
winning their fullest confidence in his capa- 
city, diligence and integrity. In 1854 Mr. 
Jones was elected Cashier of the Citizens’ De- 
posit Bank of Pittsburgh, in 1860 to the same 





position in the Exchange Bank of St. Louis, 
and in 1864 to the same, in the Second Na- 
tional Bank of St. Louis, which position he 
now holds, in preference, it is understood, to 
the Presidency of the institution, which he 
could have had if he had desired it. [The 
sketch refers herein detail to the unvarying 
success and prosperity of these banking in- 
stitutions, largely due to his labors.] 


E. D. Jones experienced the religion of 
Jesus Christ and joined the Baptist Church, in 
Pittsburgh, in 1849. He manifested, at once, a 
great interest in the Sabbath-school work. He 
organized a Sabbath-school in Pittsburgh, 
which grew into the Fourth Baptist Church, 
and which had, when he left in 1860 to 
come to St. Louis, a membership of eighty- 
one, and a Sabbath-school of two hundred 
scholars. In this city he sought a new and 
destitute field for his missionary labors, and 
connected himself with the Fourth Baptist 
church. In January, 1861, he was elected su- 
perintendent of the Sunday-school, which then 
had one hundred and twenty scholars and 
twelve teachers. During the war the church 
was broken up, but in the spring of 1863 the 
work was again undertaken. In December 
they settled a pastor, and since that period 
have enjoyed uninterrupted prosperity. It then 
had fifty-nine members; it now has nearly 
four hundred. Its Sabbath-school, which has 
been constantly in charge of Mr. Jones, has 
been an unbounded success, and has, at this 
date, an average attendance of eight hundred 
pupils. The school is known throughout the 
city, and throughout the country. All de- 
nominations rejoice in its prosperity, and 
visitors from every quarter of the land 
come to behold its order, and catch its in- 
spiration. Its superintendent has, unques- 
tionably, a rare tact for engaging teachers and 
scholars in personal efforts to build up the 
school. The lessons are interesting and in- 
structive, the singing is animated, the devo- 
tional spirit is a prominent fact in the school, 
and direct efforts are constantly made to bring 
the scholars to Christ and into the Christian 
church. The religious life in the school is a 
great secret of its success. When Mr. Jones 
was once asked how he had made the school 
such a power, he replied, ‘‘ Persistent hard 
work has had as much to do with it as any- 
thing;’’ and persistent hard work has had a 
great deal to do with his own marked success 
in life. 

Mr. Jones has never made any pretensions 
to literary eminence; and yet he has one of 
the best selected and best arranged private 
libraries in the city, the wise accumulation of 
the last twenty years, and he has written 
largely on religious subjects, over the nom-de 
plume of ‘* LABORA,” and by this name is 
doubtless known to many of our readers, 


Mr. Jones is a Baptist, as he is himself ac- 


customed to express it ‘‘nerve and blood and [ 





of the spirit of Christian love, that it ran over 
and infused itself into those around.”’ 

Mr. Jones once declared that it had been 
the object of his career ‘to combine a reli- 
gious and business life, and to prosecute both 
zealously ;’’ and as an instance of eminent 
success in this endeavor, we commend him to 
all our readers as an example worthy of imi- 
tation. 


JEFFERSON AND WEBSTER. 


Their Views on the Sabbath, the Bible, and 
Sunday-Schools. 


WE published the letter which follows 
years ago, but cheerfully give place 
to it again at the instance of a respected 
correspondent, and under the interesting 
circumstances which have lately called 
conspicuous attention to it. The Boston 
Traveller of June 11th, says: 


During the late anniversary meetings in 
this city, some pains were taken to circu- 
late about the hall where many of the meet- 
ings were held, tracts, designed to bring 
into discredit the Bible, the Sabbath, and 
the institutions of religion generally. Pre- 
vious to the anniversary of the American 
Sunday-School Union, some one took the 
trouble to scatter over the seats of Tremont 
Temple a tract designed to show that Mr. 
Jefferson had no very good opinion of the 
Bible or the institutions of religion founded 
on its teachings. The attention of the 
chairman of the meeting, Hon. E. 8. Tobey, 
having been called to this, he thought it 
peculiarly appropriate to read a letter in his 
possession from Daniel Webster, written 
thirty-eight years ago, to Prof. Pease, of 
New York, in response to his report of the 
New York Sabbath-School Association, 
which the Professor had sent to Manckes- 
ter., In this Mr. Webster describes an in- 
terview which he had with Thomas Jeffer- 
son many years previous, while spending 
the Sabbath at his residence in Virginia, 
and repeats Mr. Jefferson’s utterances re- 
specting the Sabbath, the Bible, and the 
Sabbath-school institution, which very 
clearly show that whatever speculative 
opinions he may have expressed at any 
time, he was very far from being the scoffer 
which some would have us believe. And 
this conversation, and the entire tone of 
Mr. Webster’s letter, prove conclusively 
the deep respect and reverence for religious 
things which were ever cherished by this 





; most eminent of American Jawyers and 


statesmen: 
Letter from Mr. Webster. 
MARSHFIELD, June 15, 1852, 


bone,’”’ and few men have done more for his | Prof. Pease: 


denomination in the West, and especially for | 


its Sunday-school work in Missouri; but he 
combines, in an eminent degree, intense de- 
nominationalism with the broadest catholicity 
of spirit. He knows that Christian isa greater 
word than Baptist, and loves all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ. A Methodist correspon- 
dent wrote tous from the recent State Sunday- 
School Convention: “E, D. Jones, of your 
city, who was elected president for the ensu- 
ing year, presided with a dignity and impar- 
tiality which added much to the interest of the 
meeting, and, indeed, he seemed to be so full 





DEAR Sir: I have received your very able 
and interesting annual report of the condition 
of the New York Sabbath-School Association, 
and read it with great pleasure and instruction. 
It is gratifying, very gratifying, to learn that 
in “‘acity where vice and immorality run riot 
with impunity,’’ a few humble Christians have 
devoted their time and energies to the cause of 
religion, and I fervently pray that your labors 
may be crowned with success, 

The Sabbath-school is one of the great insti- 
tutions of the day. It leads our youth in the 
path of truth and morality, and makes them 
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good men and useful citizens. Asa school of 
religiousinstruction it is of inestimable value; 
as a civil institution it is priceless, and has 
done more to preserve our liberties than grave 
statesmen and armed soldiers. Let it then be 
fostered and preserved until the end of time! 

I once defended a man charged with the 
awful crime of murder. At the conclusion of 
the trial I asked him what could induce him to 
stain his hands with the blood of a fellow-being. 
Turning his blood-shot eyes full upon me, he 
replied, in a voice of despair: ‘*‘ Mr. Webster, 
in my youth I spent the holy Sabbath in evil 
amusements, instead of frequenting the house 
of prayer and praise.’? Could we go back to 
the early years of all hardened criminals, I be- 
lieve, yes, firmly believe, that their first de- 
parture from the path of morality was when 
they abandoned the Sabbath-school, and their 
subsequent crimes might thus be traced back 
to the neglect of youthful religious instruction. 

Many years ago I spent a Sabbath with Tho- 
mas Jefferson, at his residence in Virginia. It 
was in the month of June, and the weather 
was delightful. While engaged in discussing 
the beauties of the Bible, the sound of a bell 
broke upon our ears, when, turning to the 
Sage of Monticello, I remarked, ‘‘ Howsweetly, 
how very sweetly, sounds that Sabbath bell!’’ 
The distinguished statesman for a moment 
seemed lost in thought, and then replied: 
“Yes, my dear Webster, yes, it melts the 
heart, it calms our passions, and makes us 
boys again.’’ Here I observed that man was 
truly an animal formed for religious worship, 
and that notwithstanding all the sophistry of 
Epicurus, Lucretius, and Voltaire, the Serip- 
tures stood upon a rock as firm, as unmovable 
as truth itself; that man in his purer, loftier 
breathings, turned the mental eyes toward 
immortality, and that the poet only echoed the 
general sentiment of our nature in saying, that 
“the soul, secure in her existence, smiles at 
the drawn dagger, and defies its point.” 

Mr. Jefferson fully concurred in this opinion, 
and observed that the tendency of the Ameri- 
can mind was in a different direction; and that 
Sunday-schools (he did not use our more cor- 
rect term, Sabbath) presented the only legiti- 
mate means, under the Constitution, of avoid- 
ing the rock on which the French republic 
was wrecked. ‘Burke,’ said he, “‘ never ut- 
tered a more important truth than when he 
exclaimed that ‘a religious education was the 
eheap defence of nations.’’’ ‘ Raikes,’’ said 
Mr. Jefferson, ‘‘has done more for our coun- 
try than the present generation will acknow- 
ledge; perhaps, when Iam cold, he will obtain 
his reward; I hope so, earnestly hope so; I 
am considered by many, Mr. Webster, to have 
little religion, but now is not the time to cor- 
rect errors of this sort. I have always said, 
and always will say, that the studious perusal 
of the sacred volume will make better citizens, 
better fathers, and better husbands. Of the 
distinguished Raikes, he was ‘‘clarum et vene- 
rabile nomen.’ I took the liberty of saying 
that I found more pleasure in Hebrew poetry 
than in the best productions of Greece and 
Rome; that the “harp upon the willows by 
Babylon” had charms for me beyond anything 
in the numbers of the blind man of Smyrna. 
Ithen turned to Jeremiah, (there was a fine 
folio of the Scriptures before me of 1458), and 
read aloud some of those sublime passages 
that used to delight me on my father’s knee. 
But I fear, my dear friend, I shall tire you 
with my prolix account of what was a pleasant 
Sabbath, spent in the company of one who has 





filled a very large space in our political and 
literary annals. 

Thanking you for your report, and heartily 
concurring with you in the truth of your quo- 
tation, that ‘‘ Righteousness exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a reproach toany people,’ I remain, 
with a high regard, your friend, 

D. WEBSTER, 


WHAT ABOUT THE SUMMER? 


N alate number of the N. Y. Observer, the 
Rev. John Hall, D. D., hassome timely 
advice for Christians who are ‘‘summer- 
ing’? away from their homes and usual 
means of grace. After a word of counsel 
as to the location, urging the choice of a 
morally pure atmosphere for the soul, just 
as one would choose a region pure in air 
and not infested with swamps and marshes, 
for the body; and after an earnest exhor- 
tation to maintain a faithful observance of 
the means of grace, he proceeds: 

Keep up the effort to be of use. Are you 
‘‘doing something”’ in the winter just to 
please the pastor? Are you barely keep- 
ing up your character as a church member ? 
Are you ‘doing many things’’ because it 
is expected of you? Ifso, you may as well 
save yourself the trouble of keeping up ap- 
pearances. He who seeth in secret knows 
you to be buta whited sepulchre. But do 
you love God’s service? Is Christ your 
Master? Do you love him with a deep 
personal attachment? Then love is a con- 
stant force. It is not confined to the bounds 
of the parish. It disregards State lines, 
It ignores the seasons. Let it work freely. 
Do good where you spend the summer, and 
in every way open to you. 

My dear sir, to whom five hundred dol- 
lars ‘‘don’t amount to much,’’ do you know 
that that sum is the annual income of the 
village pastor you heard last summer? No 
wonder his sermons were not lively. A 
hundred dollars’ worth of books would be 
a nice memento of your presence. You 
could tell him playfully that you would 
take out payment in earnest prayers and 
stirring discourses. Andif you took a pew 
and paid for it handsomely—stipulating 
with trustees thatas the minister preached, 
and not they, he should have the money— 
do you think anybody would be the worse? 
And you might even do a little visiting. It 
makes a walk much pleasanter to anybody 
to have an object. Perhaps you might 
counteract, in some little measure, the cor- 
ruption which your fellow citizens so fre- 
quently carry into quiet villages. And 
you, my dear lady, might do a little Sab- 
bath-school teaching. It will encourage 
the boys and girls in that secluded valley 
to see that the pretty lady from the city 
humbly trusts in Christ, and it will make 
them gentler to listen to the tones of your 
voice pleading with them for Christ. There 
are bonds stronger thaniron. Let us bind 
them around the hearts of our fellow-crea- 
tures, and so link city and country together, 
and practice the patriotism we applaud, by 
diffusing truth and spreading righteous- 


ness. 
Nor would it be any great drawback, we 


presume, to your Christian comfort, if the 








church should be a little different from 
your own in name and forms. A little 
Methodist zeal wlll not hurt an orthodox 
Presbyterian. Nor will the Presbyterian 
preacher do any real harm to a Congrega- 
tional or Baptist brother. Any of these 
may, for the time, pray truly through a 
Liturgy, if there is no church without one, 
and be all the better for having it inter- 
preted by a Bishop McIlvaine or a Dr. 
Tyng. One can hardly go anywhere, that 
work may not be had and ordinances en- 
joyed. 

‘‘But,’’? says some one, ‘‘ where I go, I 
am sorry to say, we have not an evangeli- 
cal church; the only place there isa little 
Ritualist.” 
Guide. Look at the map. This is America, 
my dear sir; and do you mean that over 
all that expanse, with its sweep of sea line, 
its ranges of Alleghenies, its Green, its 
White, and its Rocky Mountains, its plains 
and valleys, its countless towns and villa- 
ges, and all its rich river banks, you can 
only pitch on a place where health is to be 
sought at the cost of spiritual starvation? 
My dear sir, the thing is absurd. ‘‘ Where 
there is a will there isa way.’’ You pro- 
fess to be Christ’s. You are his every- 
where. You enlisted for life. Go where 
you can best serve him. The days of her- 
mits are past. We believe in the commu- 
nion of saints. When business can be left 
behind seek pleasure truly, and it is best 
sought in doing God’s will. ‘Being let 
go, they went to their own company.’’ So 
did the disciples Peter and John. So do 
all men. The worldlings go to their own 
company—to the ball-room, the race-course, 
the theatre, and other great revival meet- 
ings, where the devil’s service is main- 
tained. Go you to your own company also, 
and live everywhere as if from that place 
God might summon you to heaven. 

_ oe 

ESTHETIC CULTURE IMPORTANT.—One 
of our Philadelphia dailies holds the fol- 
lowing good and true view on the culture 
of children: 

In the religious culture of children we 
should address ourselves to the sentiment 
of beauty in their minds far more than we 
do. We are eager to fill our homes with 
beautiful and costly objects, but are slow to 
fill our minds and theirs with beautiful 
thoughts. Weare impatient to clothe our- 
selves and them in the finest apparel, but 
are altogether too patient of repulsive 
habits and deforming dispositions. We, 
ourselves, need to see, and make them see, 
that beauty, taste, and elegance are great 
things, and that all meanness, ill-temper, 
fretfulness, falsehood, and wrong are utterly 
ugly. We need to see for ourselves, and 
help them to feel the unspeakable attrac- 
tiveness of moral beauty, the loveliness of 
truth, the charm of asweet forgiving spirit, 


and the splendor of self-sacrifice ; that every 
bad habit is a sin against taste and beauty, 
as well as an offence against the Ho y 
Ghost; that a soul full of Christian good- 
ness is as superior to a pretty face and 
showy dress, as summer sunrise among the 
mountains excels any landscape of Church 
or Landseer. 





My dear sir, buy Appleton’s © 
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LESSON No. 82. 
ifor Sunday, August 7, 1870.) 
TEXT.—LUKE 7: 1-17; MATTHEW 8: 5-138. 


SUBJECT: The Centurion’s Servant and 
the Widow’s Son. 


MOTTO: “ And there came a great fear on all: 
and they glorified God, saying, That agreat 
Prophet is risen up among us, and, That 
God hath visited His people. 


INTRODUCTION. 


I. 


Inke 7: 1.—When He had ented, &., i. e., 


immediately aiter the conclusion of the Sermon 
on the Mount. 


He entered into Capernaum.—tThe city of 
His residence, close at hand, 

V. 2.—A certain centurion.—The captain of a 
company in the Romanarmy. His pay was only 
twice that of a common soldier. This centurion 
was not of the iron naturecommon to the Romans. 
His servant was dear unto him. (Cicero 
thinks it necessary to apologize for showing an 
interest in one of his slaves.) He loved the Jewish 
nation. Generally, “though the Roman was not 
exactly cruel, he felt as little remorse in killinga 
Jew, as a housewife feels in killing a spider,” 

Beady to die.—Matthew says, sick of the 
palsy. So Alcimus, in Ist Maccabees 9: 55, 56. 

Vv. 3.—Heard of Jesus.—The fame of Jesus 
reached every household in the city. 


He sent unto Him,—Matthew says came. 
His narrative is brief, andin popular style. Just 
as we say “Noah built the ark,” or, “Solomen 
built the temple.” 

The Elders of the Jews, who were the Rulers 
of the Synagogue at Capernaum. They themselves 
may have had some regard for Jesus, or, they may 
have thought it well to oblige this centurion at 
any rate. (See Notes and Illustrations, No, 1.) 

V. 4.—Instantly, i. e., urgently. 


V. 6.—And hath built us a Synagogue.—He 
must have been rich. Jesus knew a better reason 
than this, and went with them. But the bumi- 
lity and faith of the centurion were both growing 
by exercise. The more he reflects upon it, the 
more clearly he recognizes Jesus as the Ruler of 
the invisible world, just as he recognizes Cesar as 
the Ruler of this world. Hesends another deputa- 


tion, personal friends, te express both his humility 
and his faith. 


Vv. 7,8.—He himself is under authority, not 
only of the Emperor, but alsoof all other army 
officers, and so is not worthy to receive the Empe- 
ror of the spirit-world. Yet he issues orders both 
to the men of his company, and to his personal 
servants; much more may Jesus, whose rule is un- 
limited, command the disease to depart, and it 
shall be done. 


V. 9.—Jesus marvelled.—“ Only twice do we 
read that the Saviour marvelled; once at the un- 
belief of His fellow-citizens at Nazareth (Mark 6: 
6), once at the faith of this heathen.” 

So great faith, no, not in Israel.—No one be- 
fore had come up to this degree of faith in Him, 


Matthew 8: 11.—Many shall come, &c.— 
“Christ seized the occasion as a text to enunciate 
more clearly the principle that His King.iom was 
not a national restoration,—a principle the bare 





Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1870, by J. U. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
Oithe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 


hint of which at Nazareth had produced a mob. 
.... But popular audiences seldom grasp 
great principles. The people were very willing 
that this Gentile centurion, who was personally 
popular, should be admitted to the privileges of 
the new theocracy,” and that wasall. That ‘in 
every nation he that feareth God and worketh 
righteousness is accepted of Him”’ (Acts 10: 34, 35), 
they do not seem to have dreamed, notwithstand- 
ing this, to us, clear statement. (2). 

From the east and the west, i. e., from every 
direction, from all Gentile lands. (Comp. Is, 45: 6.) 


Sit down, literally, recline, according to orien- 
taliashion, at table. “In the minds of the pro- 
phets, asymbolical meaning attached to this feast 
of Messiah, as portraying the blessedness enjoyed 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, (Is. 25:6.) In this 
sense Jesus employs the simile which He after- 
wards expands. (Luke 14: 7; Matt, 22: 1; 26: 29.) 


Those around Him would clearly understand the 
term,” 


With Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
Kingdom of Heaven.—One of the blessings of 
the Kingdom consists in the conscious fellowship 
of the patriarchs, prophets and apostles who have 
preceded us, a statement which should forever 
have precluded the necessity of the inquiry whe- 
ther we shall know each other in heaven. 


V. 12.—The children of the HKHingdom— 
of course—designates the Jews, whose whole train- 
ing for thousands of years had been to prepare for 
the Messiah’s reign, but who, perverting the means 
into an end, perversely incapacitated themselves 
for membership in His Kingdom, 


Into outer darkness, outside of the glorious 
Kingdom of Light. 


Weeping and gnashing, literally the weeping 
and the gnashing well known as descriptive of the 
wretchedness of hell. 


V. 13.—As thou hast believed, be it done 
unto thee.—This is the carte blanche which Jesus 
gives to all His people. (Mark 9: 23; Matt, 21: 22.) 


“See here the power of Christ and the power of 
faith. As Christ can do what He will, so an active 
believer may have what he will from Christ. The 
oil of grace multiplies, and stays not till the vessels of 
faith fuil.”"—Matthew Henry. 


Was healed in the self same hour, |. e., im- 
mediately. 


It is important to note the difference between 
the strong faith of this centurion, and the weak 
faith of the nobleman, in Lesson 19 (John 4: 48-54), 
and the different treatment each receives. (3). 


II. 


The statement of this wonderful faith is followed 
by a statement of still more wonderful power ma- 
nifested by the Saviour. It was the next day. Set- 
ting out early in the morning, He easily reached 
the village of Nain, 25 miles to the south-west be- 
fore night. 


Iuke 7: 12.—Many of His disciples, and 
much people, as usual, attended Him. ‘They 
had a long walk over the hills of Galilee, skirting 
the base of Tabor, and descending into the valley 
of Esdrelon. The sun was sinking in the west, 
away behind the ridge of Carmel, and was gilding 
with his evening beams the slopes of Little Her- 
mon, as Jesus and the band which followed Him 
approached the village.” (4), There and then they 
met a large funeral procession, “ A wailing com- 
pany, beating their breasts, wringing their hands, 
filling the air with their lamentations.” 


V. 13.—HMe had compassion on the widow be- 
reft of heronly son. (5). “But thatdoes not exclude 
aregard for the man himself in the transaction. 
Man, as a conscious being, can never be merely a 
means, a8 would be the case here, if the mother’s 
joy were the sole cause of the raising of the young 
man. Itis rather the immediate result of the ac- 
tion, noticeable by the bystanders, but the less es- 
sential one, Its concealed result was the spiritual 
awakening of the youth toa higher existence, by 


meaus of which the mothet's joy first beogme true 
and lasting.”’ 


V. 14.—The bier, or open coffin in common use 





for burial in the rocky tombs. (6). 


whose authority they never thought to dispute. 
(Compare John 2: 15; 18: 6, &c.) 

Young, man, I say unto thee, Arise !—He 
Speaks as the Lord of life and death, in His own 
name. “Elijah, it is true, raises up the dead; but 
he is obliged to stretch himself out upon the body 
of the child whom he recalls to life; and it is 
easily seen that he invokes a power outside of 
himself; that he withdraws from the empire of 
death a soul which is not subjugated to him; 
and that he is not himself the master of life and 
death. Jesus Christ raised up the dead as easily 
as He performs the most common actions; He 
speaks as Master of those who repose in an eternal 
sleep; and it is thoroughly felt that He is the God 
of the dead as of the living, never more tranquil 
and calm than when he is operating the grandest 
things.”’— Massillon. 


V. 15.—Sat up and began to speak.—The evi- 
dence of life. ‘Every raising from the dead is, 80 
to speak, a full restoration of the entire relation 
between soul and body, which had been interrupt- 
ed; while, in partial restoration [from sickness], it 
is the removal of only the disturbance in this or 
that function, with which the organism of soul 
and body was affected. But the same heavenly 
power, which is the life itself (John 1: 4), effects the 
latter as well as the former. As the source of all 
individualized life, it can just as well recall to its 
organ that which had departed, and restore to har- 
mony what was disordered, as create what did not 
exist.’’-—Olshausen. (7). 

Delivered him to his mother.—‘“It is re- 
markable how the Saviour, immediately after 
their restoration, manifests a visible care as to the 
dead raised by Him.” (Luke 8: 55; John 11: 44.) (8). 

‘* He who did this shall once deliver all the divi- 
ded that have fallen asleep in Him, to their be- 
loved for personal recognition and for a special 
fellowship of joy, and the universal gladness and 
communion of love which shall then fill all hearts, 
We have the promise and the pledge of this in 
the three raisings from the dead which prefigure 
that coming resurrection.’’—Trench. 


V. 16.—The result of this was a marked advance 
inthe popular estimation of Jesus. Step by step 
he was educating the people up to the correct ap- 
prehension of his person and mission. Now, as 
often before and after, fear and awe, at contact 
with the supernatural, prevailed. But not only 
this, Heretofore, He had been regarded as a Rabbi 
of renown, as a wonder-worker, using His occult 
powers for good. Now they recognize Him as a 
great prophet, and give God thanks that He has 
again thus remembered and visited His people 
with such spiritual blessing. It was 400 years 
since Malachi died. It was 900 since one had been 
raised from the dead. Priest and people were 
worldly. And during all that time no prophet had 
arisen. They must have begun to doubt whether 
one ever would arise again,—perhaps, even, whe- 
ther one ever had arisen, whether God had not 
forgotten His people, whether they had even been 
His people. But here was obviously a great prophet 
again. And their faith and hopeand piety revived. 
And they were ready to receive the instructions of 
the prophet sent of God. 

V. 17.—And this effect was produced not only in 
Galilee, but also in Judea—and wherever the fame 
of this miracle reached. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1. “A Roman soldier was the first fruit of the 
Gentile world.” Colonel Gardner, General Have- 
lock and General Howard are remarkable instan- 
ces of pious soldiers. It would seem as if this cen- 
turion had found the cravings of his nature unsa- 
tisfied by the formalism of the Romish, or the 
sesthetics of the Greek, idolatry, and that he had 
become a Jewish proselyte. Judaism provided for 
two classes of converts from the Gentiles. These 
were called 1, Proselytes of the gate. They professed 
the patriarchal religion, obeying chiefly what are 
called the precepts of Noah, which prohibited 
Blasphemy, Idolatry, Murder, Incest, Robbery, 
Rebellion, and Eating Blood. (See in Acts 18: 438, 





They stood still, at the majestic touch of 


50; 16: 14; 17: 4, &c.) 2, Proselytes of righteousness, 
however, had fully professed Judaism, with all its 
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rites and laws, obedience to which, (according to 
Jewish ideas,) constituted righteousness. 


2. “In fact the Christian world has not yet un- 
derstood this. And itstill tries our narrow faith 
to believe that God can accept any man who has 
not been taught in our eatechism, and trained in 
our conventional religious customs.”—A bbolt. 


8. These two cases and that of the Syrophenician 
woman’s daughter, are the only three on record in 
which Jesus healed the absent, on the faith and in- 
tercession of their friends. This teaches us that 
the fullness of the Divine Life in Him, flows, at His 
almighty will, into the diseased without personal 
contact; and also, that the intercession of friends 
availeth much. (James 5: 16.) 


4. ‘This village is now a confused heap of the 
rudest Syrian huts, unenclosed, with no ruins of 
ancient buildings, nor any antiquities around, 
save the témbs in the rock upon the hill-side, 
where for ages they have buried the dead. We 
stood at the end of the village which looks north- 
ward towards Galilee, and tried to recall the 
sacene.”’’—Hanna. 


5. “The bitterness of the mourning for an only 
son had passed intoa proverb. (Jer. 6: 26: Zech. 
12:10; Amos 8: 10).”—TZrench. 


6. Chaplain Jones tells us that “ While looking 
out one day from an upper window of his lodgings 
in Pera, a suburb of Constantinople on the oppo- 
site side of ‘The Golden Horn,’ he saw just below 
him a procession advancing rapidly up the street. 
It was headed by persons carrying on their shoul- 
ders a species of bier or couch, on which was the 
dead body of a young girl—one who might have 
been sixteen or seventeen years of age. There was 
no coffin, simply the open couch, and the deceased 
lay there dressed in white garments, such as she 
had worn while living, the face uncovered, flowers 
scattered about the head and the dress and the 
bier.’’ 


7. ““On questions such as these—where the de- 
parted soulof the person raised up dwelt in the 
meantime, and whether, in the meanwhile, it had 
consciousness or not—the Scriptures, for wise rea- 
sons, give no information; and it is sufficient for 
us to know thatin this respect, as in general, the 
state of the dying influences their future condition. 
Bat it is all the more important to conceive of the 
raising up of the dead, as not unconnected with 
what is moral, The corporeal resurrection was to 
be a means of spiritual vivification, not merely for 
the relatives and for all who saw or heard of the 
event, but particularly for the person who was 
himself raised up. So extraordinary an event 
could not but affect his inward life decisively, and 
render the man so raised upa living witness to our 
Lord’s miraculous power.’’—Olshausen. 


8. ‘“‘Philostratus relates a miracle as performed 
by Apollonius, which is evidently framed in imi- 
tation and rivalry of this. Apollonius met one 
day in the streets of Rome a damsel carried out to 
burial, followed by a weeping company. He bade 
them set down the bier, saying that he would 
stanch their tears, and having inquired her name, 
whispered something in her ear, and then taking 
her by the hand, he raised her up, and she began 
straightway tospeak, and returned to her father’s 
house. Yet Philostratus does not relate this as 
probably having been more than an awakening 
from the deep swoon of an apparent death.’’— 
Trench. 


So George Fox, in his Journal, narrates the follow- 
ing circumstance, which in the Index is classed 
among the MIRACLES wrought by him, whether 
he so intended it or not: “While we were at 
Shrewsbury [New Jersey], John Jay, being to try 
a@ horse, got upon his back, and the horse fell 
&-running, cast him down upon his head, and 
broke his neck, as the people said. Those that 
were near him took him up as dead, carried him a 
good way, and laid him onatree. I got to him as 
soon as I could, and, feeling him, concluded he 
was dead. As I stood pitying him and his family, 
I took hold of his hair, and his head turned anyway, 
his neck was so limber. Whereupon I took his 
head in both my hands, and setting my knees 
against the tree, lraised his head, and perceived 





there was nothing out or broken that way. Then 
I put one hand under his chin, and the other be- 
hind his head, and raised his head two or three 
times with all my strength, and broughtitin. I 
soon perceived his neck began to grow stiff again, 
and then he began to rattle in his throat, and 
guickly after to breathe. The people were amazed, 
but I bade them have a good heart, be of good faith, 
and carry him into the house, They did so and set 
him by the fire. I bid them get him something 
warm to drink, and put him to bed. After he had 
been in the house a while he began to speak; but 
did not know where he had been,” 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


Explain faith: that it is belief in God’s Word, 
and confidence in His goodness. ‘“ Faith, the stb- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.”’ As soon as we can see or realize, we no 
longer hope, for we have already entered into the 
enjoyment. 

Faith has been illustrated thus: A little child is 
on the scaffolding of a barn, and its father below in 
the dark. The child wishes to get down but can- 
not. The father calls to it to jump, and he will 
hold out his hands and catch it. The father can 
see the child, but the child cannot see its father. 
The child jumps, not knowing where it is going. 
But with full confidence in its father’s word and 
ability, it obeys, and is caught in its father’s arms. 

Jesus entersinto Capernaum. There is a centu- 
rion there—a captain over a hundred soldiers, This 
man hasaservant of whom he is very fond, and 
who is helpless from paralysis. (Refer to Lesson 
25.) This centurion was a Roman,and raised a 
heathen, never having been taught to honor the 
true God, but taught to worship false gods. He 
probably had heard of the miracles which Jesus 
had performed from time to time, and believed 
Him able to heal his servant. Although a man of 
authority, having under himagreat many men, 
who obeyed his bidding, yet he feels that he has 
rejected the true God for so long, he is not worthy 
to stand in the presence of HisSon. Therefore he 
will go to the elders of Israel, and ask them to pre- 
sent his petition, believing if Jesus will ‘‘only 
speak the word, his servant would be healed.” Our 
Saviour exclaims, ‘“* What faith!’ He marvelled 
at this heathen’s faith, even, and only,as He had 
once before marvelied at His countrymen’s unbe- 
lief. Truly, “It was the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

‘““What was possible to the prophet with the hea- 
then Naaman, was possible to the Son with the 
heathen centurion.’’—Lange. 

References,—2d Kings 5: 1-14; 4: 32-37; 13: 20-21. 

Again: Jesus has left Capernaum; we find Him 
on the next day twenty miles distant. It must be 
near night-fall, as He has gone all that way on 
foot, passing southward through Bethsaida and 
Magdala, along past Mount Tabor, then a little to 
the south-west, He comes to the gate of a little 
city called Nain. He is notalone. His disciples, 
who are devoted to Him, have travelled this dis- 
tance for the sake of being near Him. Beside them, 
there are many others, who from love or curiosity, 
have from time to time joined themselves to their 
company as they passed along. 

But see—they halt. What is this that they meet? 
A funeral train, bearing a bier. How large is the 
train, yet there is but one mourner, and that a wo- 
man! Ah! how the sympathetic heart of the Sa- 
viour was touched at the sight of her grief! ‘* Wo- 
man, weep not!” and He touched the bier, “Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise!” The dead is brought 
to life! The mother clasps again her heart’s de- 
light in her arms, and takes him away with her 
rejoicing! 

“ And there came a great fear upon all; and they 
glorified God; saying, That a great prophet has 
risen amongst us, and, That God has visited His 
people,”—Luke 7: 16. 

‘““Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this?”’— 
Acts 8: 12, 

“‘Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise the dead ?”—Acts 
26: 8. 

It is not recorded in Holy Writ, but who but 
Jesus could tell, what faith might not have lain 
slumbering in that widowed mother’s heart, that 
God would yet give her back her son? 





“And what shall I more say?” &c,—Heb. 11: 82-40. 
“By faith are ye saved, through grace, and that 
not of yourselves it is the gift of God.””—Eph, 2: 8. 
Sing: “A beautiful land by faith I see.” 
—Page 124, Golden Chain. 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


[These questions are the same as those in the 
Question Paper,” which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson.] 

FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 
1.—What is the subject of this Lesson? 
2.—W hat is a centurion? 
38.— Where did this centurion live? 
4.—Of what nation was he? 
5.—How did he regard his servant? 
6.—W hat was the matter with the servant? 
7.—Whom did the centurion send to Jesus? 
8.—How did they urge their plea? 
9.—What other delegation did the centurion send 
to Jesus? 
10.—What for? 
11.—What did he say of himself? 
12.—How did he mean this to apply to Jesus? 
13.—What did Jesus say of his faith? 
14.—What did He say of other Gentiles? 
15.—What did He say to him? 
16.—How was it done unto him? 
17.—Whither did Jesus go the next day? 
18.—W hat did He meet? 
19.—How did He feel? 
20.—What did He do? 
21.—W hat did He say ? 
22.—What did he that was dead do? 
23.—W hat was the effect of these wonderful mira- 
cles upon the people? 
24.—W hat did they say? 
25.—Is this great Prophet a blessing to you ? 
FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES, 


(Tell all you can about each of these points :] 
I.—THE CENTURION: 
1. His office. 2. His kindness. 38, His religious as- 
pirations, 4. His humility. 5. His faith. 6. The 
effect of all this upon his servants, 


APPLICATION:—The advantage of being— 
1, Like this centurion. 
2. A member of such a pious family. 
II.—THE WIpDow’s Son: 

“1, The meeting: (a) It was uncommon. (0b) It 
was instructive. (c) It was affecting. (d) It wasa 
happy meeting. 

“2. What Christ did to raise this dead man: 
(a) He came up. (b) He touched the bier. (c) He 
commanded, Arise ! 

“3. What the man did when raised to life: 
(a) He sat up. (b) He began to speak. (c) He 
walked. 

“4, The effect produced upon the minds of the 
people: (a) Fear seized them. (b) They glorified 
God. (c) They published abroad the account,.”— 
Adam Clarke. 


—~> <i> 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
ENCOURAGEMENT. 
66 OU did me ever so much good,’’ said 
oneof my scholars a few days since. 

‘‘ How?” I asked. ‘ 

‘‘ Oh, a word you said to one of my friends 
about me. Itdid me ever so much good.” 

‘* What was it? I have forgotten.”’ 

‘¢ You said I had good lessons and was a 
comfort to you in the class. It encouraged 
me, I can tell you. I had tried to get my 
lessons before, but I tried harder after that, 
if only to please you. I’ve cared more for 
Sunday-school ever since.” 

Ah, I thought, as my scholar left me, If 
a word thus unconsciously dropped has 
done so much, how many words of encou- 
ragement I might intentionally give! I 
will try never to forget the value and effect 
of merited commendation. 


And I, too, was encouraged. J. H. M. 
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THE LESSON to be taught August 14th, 
may be found in Matthew 11: 2-30; Luke 
7: 18-35. Subject: The Omnipotent Love 
of Jesus. 


oe oe 


WE have received $20 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, ‘‘A humble thank-offering to God on 
recovery from sickness, sent to one who 
never recovers.’ 


The Management of the Library. 


N our article of last week we spoke of 

some of the difficulties encompassing 
the subject. The first that we named was 
the frightful loss of books and the absolute 
necessity of some method of registration, 
which should be effectual and-yet tho- 
roughly simple. The second difficulty 
named was that of giving to the scholars a 
suitable opportunity of selecting their 
books. The most serious difficulty of all 
we have now to name. 


The interruption of the lesson. Teachers 
are so much annoyed by the continual in- 
terruptions from this source, that they are 
disposed at times to vote the whole thing a 
After the necessary deductions 
for the general exercises of the school, the 
time remaining to the teacher for direct in- 
struction of his class is small at the best, 
and it should be kept absolutely sacred 
from intrusion. Neither Secretary, nor 
Librarian, nor Superintendent, nor Pastor, 
nor visitor, should encroach for a moment, 
unless on some special and most urgent 
occasion. If the teacher is to accomplish 
anything worthy of the name, he needs 
every moment of that precious time, and 
he needs it without distraction. 


How is it practically in most schools? 
The teacher begins the lesson and has just 
succeeded in getting the attention of the 
class fixed on some interesting point, when 
round comes one of the Librarians to col- 
lect the books. Interruption number one. 
His own thoughts and those of the scho- 
lars are diverted. The Librarian has to 
make some examination of the books re- 
turned, and see that they correspond to 
the registered account, he has to inquire of 
one and another for books not returned, 
perhaps to have a little chat with the 
teacher about the books or something else. 
Altogether, this preliminary visit rarely 





costs less than five minutes, besides the 
diversion of thought which it occa- 
sions. 


Then comes—interruption number two— 
the choice of books. Whether this choice 
is made after the librarian’s visit, or before, 
the time for it comes out of that appropri- 
ated to the teacher. It cannot be done 
during the singing, or the prayer, or any of 
the general exercises of the school. It must 
be done, if done in school, in the teacher’s 
time, and it takes a good dealoftime. The 
scholars have to talk over among them- 
selves the character of the different books, 
and to explore the pages of the catalogue, 
and then they hesitate, and weigh and ba- 
lance-the fancied merits and demerits of 
particular books, and then they come toa 
stand-still, unable to decide, until the 
teacher finally goads them to a conclusion, 
and with minds thoroughly distracted, they 
once more resume the lesson. 

Inteiruption number three is caused by 
the delivery ofthe books. Sometimes the tea- 
cher requires the books to be placed in a pile 
at hisseat,and does not distribute them tothe 
scholars until the close of the lesson. But 
many a furtive glance at the coveted pile 
shows that its presence is a disturbing ele- 
ment. The evil is greatly aggravated when, 
as is the usual custom, the books are actu- 
ally delivered to the scholars by the Libra- 
rian. Every one is eager to see if the book 
brought him is the one he ordered, or if it 
is such as he expected it to be, and he can 
hardly help peeping into it to look at the 
pictures, or perhaps see how the story be- 
gins, and he must needs whisper to his 
neighbor something about its contents, or 
he blurts out to his teacher that it is not the 
kind of book he wanted. Altogether, in 
many and many a class, the scene after the 
delivery of the library books is a Babel in 
miniature. Teachers and scholars equally 
are disturbed, excited, not unfrequently 
vexed. 

What between the coming and going of 
the Librarians, the collection and the dis- 
tribution of the books, and the worry of 
making the selection, and the expressions 
of satisfaction and of dissatisfaction at the 
result, we deem it no exaggeration to say 
that in a majority of Sunday-school classes, 
as matters are now managed, at least one- 
half the teaching time is consumed by the 
operations of the Library. Such astate of 
things surely calls forsome remedy. In our 
next number we will give the details of a 
plan, which, if not perfect, yet avoids toa 
good degree most of the evils of which we 
have spoken. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
The Art of Condensing. 


HE session time is short at best. The 
teacher must necessarily prepare more 
matter for class instruction than can, in 
the short space that is allotted, be entirely 
used. For comprehensive survey of the 
subject and pointed application of the les- 
son, a much wider field must often be men- 
tally traversed and gleaned by the teacher 
than the scholar, with untrained faculties, 
gets any glimpse of in his most necessary 
but more limited preparation. 

The novice in gardening dislikes to prune 
his plants, and the inexperienced teacher 
feels a strong desire touse all that has been 
prepared for class instruction. But time is 


short. The bee visits a thousand flowers, 
yet takes but a sip of honey dewggom each. 
So we must learn to do, though wayside 


subjects open up never so richly, and lesson 
time might well be spent on but one sepa- 
rate point that claims our passing thought. 
The wider, fuller indeed, the teacher’s in- 
formation and acquaintance with each divi- 
sion of the subject the better, if he will learn 
this art of condensing, but the main point of 
the lesson to which all minor questions 
should tend must never be lost sightof. Some 
teachers never reach this main point, the 
precise thing to beconsidered. They spend 
so much time with the introduction and 
theinteresting questions that open up along 
the way, that the application of the whole 
is never considered. The superintendent’s 
bell invariably interrupts before the chief 
teaching of the lesson has been given. 
They resolve and re-resolve it shall not so 
occur again, but it does occur, and probably 
will until they have mastered the art of 
condensing. 

This pruning and condensing process: 
should never be deferred until theclass hour 
is arrived. It should bea distinct part and 
the last part of the lesson preparation. Aim 
is thus deliberately taken, and permanent 
impression is much more, a thousand 
fold more, likely to be made. The teacher, 
too, feels more at ease, as according to pre- 
considered plan, he passes from one division 
of the subject to another, and finds himself 
step by step systematically and surely 
streng.:hening himself and preparing those 
he leads for the reception of the great cen- 
tral point, the crowning truth towards 
which the entire preparation of the week 
has tended. Ofthetwo evils, ateacher had 
better begin in the middle of the lesson and 
eventually reach and fairly treat the domi- 
nant thought of the subject, than week 
after week consume the limited time with 
introductions, however beautiful and ap- 
propriate, which, however, never lead any- 
where, and leave at best the impression of 
only a few disjointed facts and confused 
propositions which thescholar is at a loss to 
place and which lead to no legitimate con- 
clusion. 

Itis lamentable that the instruction given 
in so many schools, praiseworthy though 
it be in many respects, tends in so small a 
degree really to build up and enrich the 
scholar. A crude, undigested mass of Scrip- 
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ture information, unavailable and unsatis- 
factery, is too often the result of a loose 
system of teaching, which needs enriching 
through the pruning and condensing pro- 
cess. 


>< > 


For The Sunday-School Times. 
Treatment of Answers. 


| yom the most of the answers you get 
from your scholars. They will be 
blundering and badly expressed many 
times. Some of them will be erroneous in 
matter as wellas manner. But give them 
the same advantage that you would a pic- 
ture; put them by all means in the best 
light possible. An honest, well meant an- 
swer, wide of the truth though it may be, 
is far better than no answer. It puts and 
keeps you at least en rapport with your 
scholars. Let them never, from a fear as 
regards its reception, hesitate to give in 
proper time and place such response to your 
questions as they are able. 

Through timidity, a well prepared scho- 
lar will not unseldom give a really very 
faulty answer. Check the smile that is 
going round,if the class is indeed so ill 
bred, by seizing upon the best point, and 
turning the answer to the best possible ac- 
count, ignoring the mistake while you yet 
make the fact or truth patent to all. . The 
scholar’s feeling will thus be spared, while 
others will be encouraged to answer. 

Printed questions, or questions written 
out by the teacher, should indeed receive 
attentive and full consideration from: the 
class, and carefully prepared answers 
should be expected, and in the general spi- 
rit of conducting the recitation, be exacted. 
But even here it is better to ignore a mis- 
take than to make it too conspicuous, while 
the incidental questions that arise in the 
progress of the lesson should be sure, 
through certainty of a kind reception, to 
elicit answers sincere and free. 

If ateacher has a lesson in all its details 
thoroughly prepared; and with heart full of 
love and prayer has something of a com- 
prehension of the length and breadth of the 
sacred subject under consideration, a little 
side issue of talk involved in the imperfect 
answer of a question is oftentimes of far 
more use than hindrance. Being able 
through ample preparation undeviatingly 
to hold the reins, a cross road, or even a 
crooked one, may sometimes bring quite as 
surely to the goal always steadily kept in 
view. 








—> <> > 
STRIcT MEASURES.—T he measures adopt- 
ed by the Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, in 
Elmira, N. Y., in the government and dis- 
cipline of his Sunday-school are thus re- 


ferred to in a late number of The Indepen- 
dent : 


Mr. Beecher superintends his own school, 
leads his teachers’ meeting, and enforces 
rules which would ordinarily be consider- 
ed arbitrary in the extreme. Each mem- 
ber of the school is required to memorize 
the lesson literally and exactly, not except- 
ing teachers or pastor. Each scholar is re- 
quired to be perfect in lesson, deportment, 





and contribution to benevolence. Atten- 
dance at church is part and parcel of good 
deportment. Twosuccessiveimperfections, 
or two absences, and the scholar is no longer 
a member of the school. Ifa teacher fails 
twice in memorizing the lesson, or is twice 
absent from teachers’ meeting, his or her 
name is stricken from the list. A part of 
the plan is to compel family instruction, 
and parents are expected to commit the 
lesson. Mr. Beecher commenced by re- 
quiring absolute perfection in the com- 
mandments, devoting to them the first four 
Sundays. He found himself at the end of 
that time with only 40 scholars and an in- 
finitesimal number of teachers. But he 
conquered a brilliant success at last, 
and has now a school of 250—one of the 
best and most efficient in the country, and 
rich in spiritual fruit—carrying out the 
while his favorite theory of compelling 
Bible study and the co-operation of the 
whole church in the church school. He 
certainly commences at the right end, and 
makes the church school what it ought 
always to be—a training school and the 
chief centre of interest. Mr. Beecher’s 
plan has many excellent points ; but is just 
now a little in advance of the age, and to 
make it practicable would need pocket edi- 
tions of Rev. Thomas K. Beecher to go 
with and execute it. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


Talk the Matter Over. 


ISTURBANCES will sometimes arise 

in a school, which are difficult of at- 
tack yet increasingly active. Sometimes 
perfect silence on the matter until some re- 
medial action can be promptly taken is the 
only course that recommends itself to true 
discretion. In the majority of instances, 
however, we think there is wisdom in 
counsel; notin the spirit of fault-finding, 
but in co-operative effort toward the right. 
A serious difficulty which has long been 
perplexing and harassing the mind, will 
sometimes vanish like morning dew when 
kindly and clearly stated to those who are 
most concerned. Itis not always necessary 
for an aggrieved superintendent to speak 
to the whole school at once, or even to all 
the teachers; nor is it necessary for anem- 
barrassed teacher in all cases to state expli- 
citly the cause of embarrassment before all 
the members of the teachers’ meeting. 
Words to individuals, by the way, now here, 
now there, spoken in the spirit of love, arein 
some instances equally, if not more effec- 
tive. It may be that opinion or suggestion 
will the more readily be given or received 
under such circumstances, and not unfre- 
quently it will be found that the same cause 
of offence which has so stood in your way 
has also been a stumbling block in the way 
of others, and opportunity will gladly be 
embraced for outspoken, hearty discussion. 
At all events, it is weakness and folly to 
become discouraged, cease attendance, and 
relinquish effort under the pressure of em- 
barrassment and annoyance, without hav- 
ing not only used such remedial measures 
as suggested and commended themselves, 





but also without having candidly, kindly, 
and even exhaustively, if need be, talked 
the matter over with those under whose 
jurisdiction it comés. 

The teachers’ meeting is an excellent 
place for these talks and remedial sugges- 
tions; indeed, in mostinstances it is the one 
proper and appropriate place. It is no pre- 
ventive, however, to the more limited 
and private counsels of one teacher with 
another touching things whereon there are 
differences. 
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For The Sunday-School Times. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
State Sabbath-School Convention, 


HELD IN THE 
CITY OF HARRISBURG. 





HE third and last day of the Convention 
was entered upon with deep interest. The 
first half-hour of the morning session was 
spent in the usual devotional services, which 
were voluntary, earnest, and inspiring. The 
Rev. S. W. Thomas, of Philadelphia, led them. 


Teachers’ Meetings 


was the first subject discussed. D. J. Gilles- 
pie, of Pittsburgh, opened by giving details of 
the plan adopted in his ownschool. He thought 
Friday evening was a good time. The pastor 
should not be expected always to lead, nor 
even the superintendent, unless he was the 
best qualified man in the church todoso. Give 
variety to your meetings. Let them be emi- 
nently social, but intensely spiritual. First 
have devotional exercises. In studying the 
lesson he advocated the mingling of the con- 
versational and catechetical methods. 

The President was requested to give his 
views upon this subject. There isa Divine 
call, he said, for this weekly meeting. In 
rural districts let the meeting rotate among 
the several houses. He believed the superin- 
tendent, as a rule, should conduct the meeting. 
In passing he referred to the frequent spoiling 
of a whole Sunday-school service by some pe- 
ripatetic bore who goes around haranguing 
schools—-and there are some permanent bores, 
too, but with all their boring they never 
“strike ile.’ This picture of the true type of 
superintendents was admirable, but is unfor- 
tunately seldom exhibited. But, he said, if 
they are called of God to be superintendents, 
they are called to realize this condition of fit- 
ness. He would not suspend teachers’ meet- 
ings at any time, unless he wanted to suspend 
the whole moral power of the school. The 
teacher should begin the next lesson as soon 
as one is finished—on Sabbath afternoon or 
evening. He answered a question—* Should 
ladies be appointed superintendents?” by ask- 
ing another, ‘‘Why not?’ And he gave an 
instance of a lady superintendent at South 
Bethlehem, who had superintended with great 
success. In answer to a question—‘t Would 
you in any circumstance employ teachers who 
are not professors of religion ?’”’ he used to an- 
swer unqualifiedly, no; but experience had 
modified it. Several suggestions were here 
made, one putting the feeding of Elijah by the 
unclean bird—the raven. A great power is 
lost where each class has a different lesson ; 
there can be no concentration. In very scat- 
tered localities, the teachers’ meeting might 
be held on Sunday, before the school, This 
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meeting should be for teachers only, a sort of 
council of war, of those who do the work. 

The time having expired, on motion of Rev. 
G. P. Hays, the next hour was ordered to be 
spent in questioning the President of the Con- 
vention. 


The Question Box. 


In answer to a written question, how to ma- 
nage a Bible-class of young ladies and gentle- 
men, Mr. Peltz said, first, treat them as ladies 
and gentlemen, and not as children ; then make 
things pleasant and social for them. He 
thought it was well enough to have ladies and 
gentlemen together, although it was not so in 
his own school. The key-word for the Sun- 
day-sehool worker is adaptation. In answer 
to a question about a crooked stick in the shape 
of an old fogy superintendent, he replied, first 
of all don’t fight, but act in the spirit of Chris- 
tian frankness; and if that will not answer, 
suffer the evil while conscience will allow; as 
a last resort, go out and work in an indepen- 
dent sphere, a new school. Many more ques- 
tions were put and admirably answered by the 
President, who showed himself to be fully 
posted in the whole range of Sunday-school 
theory and practice, and won the confidence 
and admiration of the Convention in a marked 
degree. 


Officers for the Year 1870-1871. 


The following officers were nominated and 
elected unanimously, the name of the Presi- 
dent being greeted with enthusiastic applause: 


President—Rev. Geo. A. Peltz, Baptist. 

Vice Presidents—Episcopal—Rev. Richard Newton, 
D. D., Felix G. Brunot. Methodist Episcopal—Rev. 
T. A. Fernley, Thomas Bakewell, Jr. Methodist 
Protestant—Rev. Alexander Clark, Rev. J. R. Hem- 
boldt. Baptist—Rev. B. Griffith, D. D., Rev. Robert 
Lowry. Presbyterian—Rev. F. S. Scovel, James W. 
Weir. United Presbyterian—Wm. Getty, Thos. H. 
Raber. Reformed Presbyterian—Rev. ThomusJohn- 
son, James H. Grant. Cumberland Presbyterian— 
Rev. A. B. Miller, D. D., Rev. A. D. Hall. United 
Brethren—Rev. 8S. L. Minnick, J. A. Fink. Church 
of God—Rev. C. H. Forney, H.C. Demming. Ger- 
man Reformed—Rev. J. H.A. Bomberger, D. D., Ru- 
dolph F. Kelker. Dutch Reformed—Rev. Thos. X. 
Orr, Rev.J.L.Alleman. Congregational—E. Homer 
Hazleton, Nelson F. Evans. Lutheran—Rev., J. A. 
Kunkelman, Rev. John E. Graeff. Friends—Samuel 
R. Shipley, John 8. Hilles. Evangelical Association 
—Rev. J. C. Hornberger, Rev. L. H. Gehman. 

State Secretary—Lewis D. Vail. ‘ 

Treasurer—Robert B. Sterling. 

Business Commititee—George H. Stuart, Jacob A. 
Gardner, John Wiest, Rev. S. W. Thomas, Nelson 
Kingsbury, Lewis D. Vail, Wm. M. Shoemaker, 
John M. Evans, Dr. E. R. Hutchins, Rev. H. C. 
M’Cook, Lewis L. Houpt, Joseph H. Thornley, Wm. 
OC. Longstreth, Robert C. Cornelius, R. H. Hinckley, 
Jr., David Robinson, Rev. W. T. Wylie, Rev. Robert 
M’Millan, General J. A. Beaver, Rev. Thomas H. 
Robinson, John R. Whitney, Dr. J. W. Kerr, A. M. 
Lloyd, Rev. Richard Walker, and C. C. Shirk. 


Jt was informally stated that as the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Vail was only temporary by his 
own positive limitation of time, it was hoped 
to secure the services of the Rev. Mr. Peltz as 
the permanent State Secretary. The an- 
nouncement was received with applause. 


Further pledges and subscriptions for the 
State work were received, and after an instruc- 
tive address on Bible illustration by A.O. Van 
Lennep, of New York, accompanied by an ex- 
hibition of colored pictures representing the 
dress, customs, &c., of the people of Palestine 
and the East, the morning session adjourned. 
During the closing moments, President Peltz 
being obliged to leave, the chair was filled by 
Vice President Rev. W. T. Wylie, of Belle- 
fonte. 





Vice President Gen. Beaver took the chair 
in the afternoon. 


Sunday-School Helps. 


The Rev. G. P. Hays opened a discusSion on 
‘*Sunday-School Helps and Apparatus.” He 
first spoke of black board lessons, and said that 
anybody could give interesting lessons if he 
would take the trouble to enter earnestly into 
preparation. Things are good or evil as they 
are used or abused. He said those who thought 
they could get along without the periodicals, 
and the collected experience therein contained, 
made a great mistake. The value of appurte- 
nances depends upon the amount of labor and 
talent putinto the useofthem. Lewis D. Vail 
followed. Ofcourse we cannot do things just 
right at once—all men fail again and again. 
Ultimate success is only achieved by hard 
work; and if apparatus is useful let us use it. 


Time and Place of Meeting. 


The committee on place of meeting reported 
in favor of Reading, after stating the reasons 
which inclined them to that city rather than 
to Allentown, whose claims were strongly 
pressed. The report was adopted, but was af- 
terwards reconsidered and Allentown selected, 
the time chosen being the second Tuesday of 
June, 1871. 


resolutions. 


The Committee on Resolutions reported as 
follows: 


The condition of the Sabbath-school work in this 
State, as reported at the present Convention, calls 
for heartfelt gratitude to Almighty God for the 
healthy and growing interest. 

At no former convocation have the delegates been 
sO numerous or its sessions so marked as being 
seasons of precious influences of the Holy Spirit. 

Wearemore than ever persuaded that witn pro- 
per effort, and consecration on the part of all Sun- 
day-school workers, the old Keystone State may 
yet be redeemed through her children from the 
moral ignorance and spiritual destitution which 
have too long prevailed. 

Let our motto be, brethren and sisters, ‘‘ The 
whole State for Jesus, and Jesus for all our chil- 
dren.’”’ Mayaholy baptism be granted to every 
Sunday-school teacher, so that a precious influence 
may be carried to each dear child under our care. 
The following resolutions, we think, will cover all 
the ground that is important: . 

Resolved, 1. That as the blessing of God has sig- 
nally attended those Sunday-schools which have 
been kept open all the year round, whether in city 
or country, we recommend to all the lovers of 
Christ persistent effurts to keep open every Sabbath 
in the year, and we are resolved to persevere in 
these efforts until entire success crowns our exer- 
tions, and every school in the Keystone State is 
open all the year round. 

Resolved, 2. That we respectfully suggest to those 
who have charge of theological seminaries and col- 
leges the propriety of introducing a Sabbath-school 
department in all such institutions. 

Resolved,3. That from the great advantages which 
have resulted from State Conventions, we earnestly 
urge Sunday-school men and women all over the 
State to labor to secure a county organization and 
get together the workers in the good cause for mu- 
tual improvement, instruction, and encourage- 
ment. 

Resolved, 4. That experience teaches that there is 
no sufficient substitute for the use of the denomi- 
national catechisms as a part of Sabbath-school in- 
struction ; wetherefore most earnestly recommend 
that in all cases (except in union schools) the 
teachers strive to fix not only the words of the cate- 
chisms in the memory, but alsothe meaning in the 
understanding and the heart, 

‘Resolved, 5, That as intemperance is ruining in- 
creasing numbers of our youth, this Convention 
judgesitan important part of our Sunday-school 
work to educate the children in the virtues of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors as a beve- 





rage, and we believe that every Sunday-school 
ought to be a thorough temperance organization, 

Resolved, 6. That appreciating the adaptation of 
the missionary department of the American Sun- 
day-School Union to the promotion of the Sunday- 
school cause in the State, we hereby cordially com- 
mend its missionaries to the friends of Sunday- 
schools, 

Resolved, 7. That it is very desirable, if not a ne- 
cessity, that every well ordered and successful 
Sunday-school shall have uniform and graduated 
lessons which should be previously studied in 
weekly teachers’ meetings. 

Resolved, 8. This Convention sends its Christian 
greeting to every Sunday-school teacher in Penn- 
sylvania, and bids them God speed in their work ; 
and to all we would recommend, in the name of 
our blessed Saviour, the adoption of the mottoes of 
the Sunday-school! in whose house we meet, namely: 

Love your Work, 
Study your Lessons. 
Be Punctual. 
Preserve Order. 
Occupy the Time. 
Visit your Scholars. 
Pray for Success. 
And may the Lord bless you all! Amen. 

Resolved, 9. That a review of the wants of our 
State has shown that there are many thousands of 
the children of our State that are not gathered into 
the Sunday-school, and multitudes of those that 
are in theschools not yet converted; we desire, 
therefore, to go forth to our work for the next year 
with renewed consecration to Jesus, earnestly pray- 
ing foraspecial baptism of the Holy Ghost; and 
we recommend all our brethren and sisters allover 
the State, on every Sabbath day as they pray for 
their own souls and for a pentecostal blessing upon 
their scholars, also to plead for a like blessing 
upon all their fellow workers and upon all our Sun- 
day-school children. 


An amendment was offered looking to a re- 
commendation of a national series of lessons. 
This brought out a warm discussion, in which 
the plan was favored by its mover, Mr. Gilles- 
pie, and opposed upon practical grounds by 
Mr. Vail, and Rev. Messrs. Fernley, Thomas, 
Hays, and Thompson. The amendment was 
finally withdrawn. Thereport was then unani- 
mously adopted. 


Bible Chronology, Geography, Man- 
ners, &c. 

A general discussion followed on these 
points, J. L. Baily, of Philadelphia, offering 
an ingenious and practically useful plan for 
impressing Bible chronology upon the youth- 
ful mind. The Hon, Israel S. Diehl! fo'lowed 
on Bible Geography, Customs, and Manners: 
He thought that a proper understanding of 
these was essential to the comprehension of 
Scripture history. He desired to explode the 
idea that Sunday-schools originated with Ro- 
bert Raikes or Martin Luther. All honor to 
them; but Sunday-schools are as old as the 
world. The reason why we fail so often among 
the Mohammedans is because their children 
are so thoroughly taught their religion. The 
Hindoos, too, have their Sunday-school. He 
illustrated with objects—ancient seals, etc.— 
and a series of pictures. But the crowning in- 
terest of his lecture centered around his repre- 
sentations of Oriental dress, which combined 
amusement and instruction. ; 

On motion, the Rev. George A. Peltz and 
Lewis D. Vail were elected delegates to the 
New York State Sunday-School Convention. 
Subsequently J. W. Weir and Dr. J. W. Kerr 
were added. 


The Closing Session. 


General Beaver occupied thechair. Solemn 
services opened the session. A season ofsilent 
prayer was proposed by the chairman—the 
burden being that ail might be drawn nearer 
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to God by a greater consecration to the Sun- 
day-school work during the year to come. 

Mr. Porter, of Pittsburgh, referred to the 
lasting effects of such a meeting as they had 
had together. Our work is for eternity. We 
cannot fail. Itis God’s work. Weare his in- 
struments. He had granted blessing in the 
past, This is our encouragement for the fu- 
ture. Letus goon. John Wiest, of Philadel- 
phia, briefly alluded to his Sunday-school ex- 
perience, and said that though he was a super- 
intendent he had thought, when brother Peltz 
was describing the duties of that officer, that 
he had never come up to them. But he in- 
tended to do better, and hoped all would do 
likewise, and especially endeavor to gather in 
all the children and men and women around 
them. If we will do this, our meeting will 
not have been in vain. The Rev. T. A. Fern- 
ley said that he had spent many happy days 
in Harrisburg, but none happier than those 
now drawing to a close. He had been con- 
verted in a Sunday-school prayer-meeting, and 
had labored in that work ever since. He did 
not believe the adjournment would be the end 
of this Convention, but that itsinfluence would 
go farther for good. We have been brought 
nearer to God and nearer to each other. Weare 
so near together that denominational diferences 
are scarce perceptible. This meeting is to put 
new life into our work. The Rev. G. P. Hays, 
of Pittsburgh, gave a most earnest and eloquent 
exhortation to the brethren, calculated to warm 
and stimulate many hearts. The Rev. J. B. 
Falkner, of Philadelphia, referred admirably 
to the oneness of spirit and Christian fellow- 
ship that had abounded in the meetings, say- 
ing, ‘‘ Why, I thought at first that it was an 
imposition to bring seven hundred hungry 
strangers here to be fed, but I have gotten over 
that—I see it is only seven hundred brothers 
and sisters visiting others of the same great 
family.’’ Nelson Kingsbury, Philadelphia, 
had been for years attending similar assem- 
blies, but never enjoyed a pleasanter expe- 
rience than this, as regarded order, spirit, and 
punctuality. He trusted that all would carry 
home with them the blessed influences they 
had found here. He urged on each teacher 
direct, personal, and immediate efforts for the 
conversion of every scholar. Dr. J. W. Kerr, 
of York, said he felt good inside. Sunday- 
school work was his greatest pleasure, but you 
cannot realize its full enjoyment if you only 
devote a few hours a week to it. This is our 
gala day; the work is to be done when we go 
to our homes. The Rev. M'Laughlin, Pitts- 
burgh, thought that brother Hays had talked 
good, sound sense, that had stirred up his 
heart. He urged the teachers to keep in view 
first of all the bringing of their pupils to Christ. 

Resolutions of thanks were then passed, for 
the cordial hospitality of the city, to the pastor 
and trustees of the church, to the conductors 
ofthe museum of appliances, to the local com- 
mittee, Asa Hull the leader of the singing, to 
the Hon. Israel S, Diehl, to the press, railroad 
companies, and all who had in any way con- 
tributed to the comfort and success of the Con- 
vention. 


Parting Words. 


The acting Secretary, Lewis D. Vail, an- 
nounced the arrival of the closing hour, and 
said that it was ours, now, to carry home and use 
the good things we had heard and felt, and en- 
deavor, by the blessing of heaven, to make the 
Keystone State lead the van in the good cause, 

The Rev. Dr. Robinson, of Harrisburg, said 
that he scarce knew how to reply to so many 





kind words. We have opened our homes and 
our hearts, and we would be glad to have you 
come to us every year. We are all members 
of one family—our arms have clasped the same 
cross; let them never be unclasped. Let us 
give our all—all our wealth of intellect and 
means and will—to that Saviour who gave all 
for us. The prophecy that “a little child shall 
lead them” was here realized. The children 
had led us all to meet here together. In con- 
clusion, he addressed a few feeling remarks to 
the President. 

General Beaver then made the closing ad- 
dress. He felt now as ever at such meetings, 
““Who is sufficient for these things?” No 
one; not one. We need to feel our own no- 
thingness; that without God we can do no- 
thing, with God we can do all things. He 
would say one practical word—do not be afraid 
of using your money, your talent, all your 
powers, in the service of God. Let not the 
work suffer for anything we can give. Let us 
go home and organize—organize school, town- 
ship,county. And let us bring all to Christ; 
and not satisfied with conversion, encourage 
every one to press on until perfection in Christ 
Jesus is reached. The influence of this body 
will be felt for all time for good or evil. God 
grant it may be,for good, and for his glory. 
Brethren, farewell! 

After singing ‘‘Shall We Gather at the 
River?” the Convention united in the Lord's 
Prayer, after which Dr. Robinson pronounced 
the benediction, and the Convention was ad- 
journed to meet at Allentown on the second 
week in June, 1871. 


Sunday-Sehool Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 

The Minnesota State Convention.—From 
a friend who was present, we learn some parti- 
culars of this Convention. It was not equal, 
perhaps, in attendance and general success to 
some ofthe former ones. About 300 delegates 
were present. But an air of earnest, deter- 
mined work was impressed upon all the exer- 
cises. Our informant was particularly struck 
with the number of strong men, with great 
souls, who seemed to be fully given up to the 
work of saving the children. Although he 
had often attended such meetings in the East, 
he had never met ina similar body as many 
men who impressed him to the same degree 
with their dead earnestness and enthusiasm in 
the Master’s cause. The Convention was held 
at Mankato, on the 5th, 6th, and 7th inst. 38 
counties and 516 schools made report of their 
condition. 94 new schools were organized last 
year. 1,166 conversions were reported. About 
45,000 children are in the Sunday-schools of 
Minnesota, leaving over 100,000 outside. The 
teachers and officers number about 6,000. The 
Hon. William Windom, of Winona, is Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. George W. Pres- 
cottis State Superintendent. Martin B. Lewis, 
the efficient American Sunday-School U :ion’s 
missionary, did a good work in organizing and 
assisting schools. Henry M. Knox, of St, 
Paul, is still Chairman of the State Central 
Committee, and State Secretary, and is one of 
the most careful and accurate statisticians of 
the Northwest—emphatically the man for his 
position. George H. Stuart, Esq., of Philadel- 
phia, arriving toward the close of the session, 
electrified the Convention with one of his ear- 











nest, glowing speeches, The session was in 
the Normal Hall, which was crowded, and Mr. 
Stuart, although suffering from the asthma, 
yet chained the audience with his fervid 
Irish eloquence for over one hour. The next 
annual Convention, which will be the thir- 
teenth, will be held at St. Paul, and it is deter- 
mined to make it the largest mass meeting of 
Christian workers the Northwest has ever seen. 


Kentucky.—The Sunday-school workers in 
Louisville, and in other parts of Kentucky, 
are in earnest. The preparations for the com- 
ing State Convention are being vigorously 
pushed forward. They have alive Executive 
Committee. The Board of Superintendents 
in the city of Louisville, holds a regular meet- — 
ing on the second Tuesday night of each 
month. John A. Miller is President, and fif- 
teen to twenty of the active superintendents 
of the city are his assistants in the other offices 
and committees. This Board has a regular 
Constitution, which, in article 2d, defines the 
object to be, First, to secure a systematic visi- 
tation of the whole city and suburbs, at regu- 
lar intervals, and to gather up and place under 
Bible instruction the multitudes of neglected 
children and youth; and, Second, by mutual 
conference and prayer to develope the best 
methods for success in our work, and to culti- 
vate a more kindly feeling and unity of action 
among Sunday-school workers. 

These Louisville superintendents have re- 
cently issued the following stirring address to 
the Christians of the city. On the outside co- 
ver of the four-paged leaflet, containing the 
addres, is printed, in bold type— 


WANTED! 
5,000 Faithful Laborers! ! 


For the Fields in Louisville, 
‘White already to the Harvest.”’ 
FoLLOWER OF CHRIST, READ AND CONSIDER: 


Will You Enlist P 


“The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he would send forth laborers into his har- 
vest.’’—Luke 10: 2. 


“Go out into the highways and hedges and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be 
filled.’’—Luke 14: 23. 


The address then follows. We give itasa 
stirring appeal, which may be useful in more 
cities and towns and in more States than one, 
in our common Sunday-school work : 


To the Christian Workers of Louisville ! 


Feed my Lambs, said Christ to Peter, as they, with 
others, sat together by the seaside after the resur- 
rection, Peter was protesting in vehement terms 
his Love for his once denied and crucified but now 
risen Lord; and it was meet that some test in the 
form of duty should be prescribed. While the love 
of Christ appeals to the highest consciousness of the 
soul renewed, and must find vent in earnestand un- 
equivocal utterances, its expression is never com- 
plete until it embodies itself in effort for the bene- 
fit of others. The lambs of the flock properly come 
in for a large share of this effort, and were not for- 
gotten by Christ ashe thus instructed Peter and the 
rest in their duty. 

He had blessed little children; he had suspended 
conversation with Jewish notables that he might 
bless them; he had reproved his disciples for their 
disposition to reject them; and now, to these very 
disciples, and through them to the Churchat large, 
and for all time. he commands, Feed my lamba, 

How this duty may be properly performed is at 
this time largely engrossing the attention of the 
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Church; but not even yet as fully as the case de- 
mands. The importance of commanding the ear- 
liest susceptibilities of humanity is practically re- 
cognized by the enemy of God and man, and his 
agencies are industriously at work for the purpose, 
Look around you. Our streets crowded with legal- 
ized or tolerated institutions of sin, rendered vocal 
by profanity, and disgraced by every-day scenes of 
wickedness, until vice by its familiarity is strip- 
ped of its hideousness, afford the great school in 
which thousands of our children are taught. At 
home, in numberless instances, they have no coun- 
teracting influences to their street lessons; there, 
both precept and example are against virtue; the 
language of profanity is most familiar to their ears; 
and to imitate those around them is to imitate all 
that dishonors God. Thousands more from what 
are called inoffensive parents get nothing sufficient 
to offset the vicious education to which they are 
exposed, and even parents who are disposed to- 
ward Christian duty in the premises, are impressed 
with the necessity of auxiliary effort. Where can 
it be had? Secular education, the peculiar work of. 
the public school, good in its place, is nevertheless 
insufficient of itself to tone the moral nature of our 
ehildren to the proper standard. 

Just here, the Sabbath-school comes before us to 
happily answer our solicitude; it comes before us 
asa providential instrumentality to aid parental 
effort, and to sypply the place of such effort to those 
who have it not; it would diminish the labors of 
moral reform by the early prevention of evils to be 
reformed; it would educate the children to virtue 
that they may never become educators in vice; it 
would prevent the accumulation of sins to be re- 
pented of, afford the most beautiful and efficient 
training school for the Church, and give her her 
most numerous and reliable converts. 

Christian worker, the great Head of tne Church, 
pointing to children as his heritage, says to each of 
you, Feed my lambs: use industry to hunt them up 
and gather them together where they may be fed; 
prepare their food for them that it may be palata- 
ble as well as nutritious; study the best methods 
of training them for Christ; rest not short of the 
achievement of their salvation; be united in this 
work, and you shall be blessed indeed. 





Massachusetts.—The Congregational Sab- 
bath-school in Swanscott, celebrated its quar- 
ter century anniversary, July 10. The feature 
of the exercises was the happy rendering of 
the splendid Concert Exercise ‘‘ Rose of Sha- 
ron,’ a floral tribute, originally published in 
The Sunday-School Times, and afterwards 
brought out in convenient tract form by the 
publishers. The occasion was one of pleasant 
reminiscencesand good religious impressions, 

At Newton, near Boston, another quarter 
eentury celebration took place, that of the 
Eliot school. 

In Northampton, almost under the shadow 
of Mt. Holyoke, the village of Jonathan Ed- 
wards, and holding his precious dust, a Union 
Sabbath-School Celebration was held July 10th. 
There are ten schools in the place, mission and 
ehurch, and the work is harmonious and pros- 
perous with them. B. 





New Haven, Conn.—At the recent anniver- 
sary of the New Haven Sabbath-school Union, 
8800 children marched in procession to the 
Green, after hearing addresses in their various 
churches, and a collation was then enjoyed. 





New York City.—The Baptist mission- 
school, recently opened at 398 Madison Street, 
has been organized into a Sabbath-school, un- 
der encouraging prospects. At the organiza- 
tion, July 3d, addresses were made by G. W. 
Hillman and Messrs. Parsons and Hansom. 

THE New York Baptist. Sunday-School 
Union is a flourishing organization. It em- 
braces 60 schools, with nearly 10,000 scholars. 
274 conversions were reported last year. It 
has done a good missionary work through the 





city and is extending its field into the coun- 
try through co-operating societies. It holds 
its regular monthly teachers’ meetings, pub- 
licly, to which all teachers are invited. The 
Rev. Thos, D. Anderson, D.D., is President. 





Newark, N. J.—In the New York Tribune 
we find a notice of the semi-centenary cele- 
bration of the Halsey Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Sunday-school, of Newark. It was held 
on Sunday, July 17th, morning, afternoon and 
evening. The Rey. Anthony Atwood, of Phi- 
ladelphia, took a prominent part. P.S. Pan- 
coast, the first superintendent, and D. E. Bolles, 
Superintendent, and J. Hartshorn, Secretary, 
in 1838, made addresses, with others. A com- 
memorative sermon, and historical address 
were delivered anda most interesting time 
enjoyed, altogether, notwithstanding the 
crowded house and the intense heat of the 
weather. 





A Children’s Day-—Grand Celebration.— 
The friends of the cause in Morris county, N. J., 
evidently believe in giving pleasure to the 
little ones. As announced last week, in our 
notice of their annual County Convention, they 
determined to havea grand turn out and woods 
gathering of the children and schools on the 
camp-meeting grounds near Denville. Wed- 
nesday, September 7th, was set apart as the 
day. We have just received their circular of 
instructions. It shows that thorough and ex- 
tensive preparations are on foot for an immense 
gathering. A parade, with bands of music, 
banners, badges, flags, flowers, and feasting, 
playing, singing, speaking by distinguished 
invited guests, etc., etc.—all, indeed, that are 
necessary to a truly delightful Sunday- 
school picnic, are provided for in the aim of 
the committee. The grounds are of a superior 
location and character. At least 7,000 scholars 
and 1,500 teachers and parents and friends are 
expected to make up the mass meeting. Wil- 
loughby Powell, superintendent of the Frank- 
lin Union Sunday-school, at Summit, an old 
hand at such work, will be the marshal of the 
day. George Shepard Page, of Stanley, is 
Chairman of the Committee, assisted, with 
others, by the Hon. John Hill, of Boonton, and 
the Hon. George T. Cobb, of Morristown. 





Troy, N. ¥.—A correspondent of the New 
York Observer gives a detailed view of the 
rather remarkable success and prosperity of 
Mission Sunday-school labors in Troy. With- 
in the last five years eleven missions have been 
established, numbering in all over 1800 teachers 
and scholars. $227,000 has been invested in the 
work. Of these missions the Presbyterians 
have four, the Episcopalians four, the Baptists 
three. A large number of converts is reported 
as the result of these labors. 





Madison County, Indiana.—We have re- 
ceived a programme of the third quarterly 
meeting of the Madison County Sunday- 
School Union, to be held at Alexandria, In- 
diana, on Tuesday and Wednesday, August 
2d and 3d. Among. the questions laid down 
for discussion are: ‘‘ Difficulties and Discou- 
ragements of Country Schools,’ ‘* Duty of 
Church Members—How Shall We Secure 


.| Their Co-operation?’ *‘How to Open and 


Close a Sunday-School,” ‘‘ Attractive Exer- 
cises and Spiritual Results,’ ‘‘ How Shall We 
Induce Our Scholars to Attend Church Regu- 
larly?” &c., &c. An Infant-class, Bible-class, 
and Blackboard-lesson will be taught, and the 





Question-box, a Lesson in Sacred Geography, 
and a Children’s meeting will form part of 
the privileges of the occasion. 





A Banner School.—E. A. Russell, Sunday- 
School Secretary for the Baptist Association, in 
Indiana, is obtaining the Sunday-school sta- 
tistics of the denomination in his State. From 
the reports for 1870 thus far received, and with 
150 schools yet to hear from, he publishes in 
the Chicago Standard the following as the 
banner school of Indiana: 

Peru—Rev. F. D. Bland, pastor; F. M. 
Tague, superintendent; organized, 1865; Bi- 
ble classes, 1; pupils, 80; officers, 6; teachers, 
19; scholars, 380: volumes in library, 625; 
Young Reaper, 250 copies; Baptist Teacher, 
10 copies; teachers’ meeting once a week; 
Sunday-school prayer-meeting once a week ; 
concert monthly; conversions, 93; money 
raised for Sunday-school purposes, $375. In 
answer to the question, ‘From what cause 
suffering?’ the reply is, ‘‘We are suffering 
only for the want of more children to bring to 
Jesus.”? Here is aschool only five years old, 
reporting this year ninety-three scholars con- 
verted to Christ. And the distinguishing fea- 
ture of all the reports now before me is this, 
—the conversion of the scholars to Christ. Is 
not this glorious? Some others are reporting 
forty, thirty, twenty, and but few less than 
four or five. But, query—Can one teacher 
profitably instruct eighty Bible class scholars? 





Canada.—The St. Clair District Sunday- 
School Convention for Methodist pastors and 
teachers was held June 8th, at Bothwell, Ca- 
nada. The usual themes for discussion and 
practical exercises and addresses common to 
such occasions were had. A resolution was 
passed that each preacher in the District shall 
preach a sermon on the importance of Sab- 
bath-schools at each appointment within their 
respective circuits, within three months after 
the date of the Convention. The Rev. M. Ben- 
son was President. The next meeting will be 
held at Dresden, at the President’s call. 





South Carolina.—The proceedings of the 
late State Convention held in Charleston, have 
been published in pamphlet form. We ac- 
knowledge receipt of a copy at this office. It 
contains 126 pages, and is a handsome, valu- 
able document, with speeches, addresses, dis- 
cussions and essays, fully and admirably re- 
ported. It is altogether creditable, and would 
be creditable even to the oldest of the State As- 
sociations, with all their experience in report- 
making. 





Mercer County, Pa.—A profitable Sunday- 
School Convention for Mercer county, assem- 
bled in the Court House at Mercer, on Tues- 
day, June 28th. Further reference to its pro- 
ceedings will be made. 





Chicago.—The celebrated North Star Mis- 
sion, Baptist, is about to be recognized as 4 
church. The services of recognition were to 
take place July 21st. 





Name Changed.—The name and title of 
“The Congregational Sabbath-School and Pub- 
lishing Society,” having its head-quarters at 
Boston, has been formally changed to ‘‘ The 
Congregational Publishing Society.’”? The So- 
ciety is flourishing, and has recently added a 
Chicago branch to its operating facilities. 
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Books. 


TRAVELS IN ASIA MINOR. Two vols. By the 
Rev. Henry. J. Van Lennep, D.D. With Maps and 
Illustrations. New York: Aug. O. Van Lennep. In 
these two handsome volumes we have a new and 
valuable addition to Biblical literature and arche- 
ological research, Their author was born and bred 
among the people whom he describes, and al- 
though educated abroad, has yet had opportuni- 
ties greater probably than any living writer for 
the production of just the kind of work he here 
gives tothe world. For thirty years he labored as 
missionary in Turkey, and with warm Christian 
sympathies and indefatigable zeal for the spread 
of evangelical truth, has combatted with obstacles, 
overcome prejudices, and seen gratifying fruits of 
gospel principles spreading and pervading large 
portions of hi oriental field. Many things that he 
tells us are new, and add to our positive know- 
ledge of the region covered. Especially rich is the 
work in a minute and faithful account of the reli- 
gious, political, domestic and social life of the ori- 
entals, furnishing us with many clews to the in- 
terpretation of Bible images and figures, and adding 
largely to our stock of antiquarian lore. The phy- 
sical geography, history and natural history of the 
country are also described. Asa book of travels 
the work is minute, faithful to details, graphic, 
and popularly interesting. Nowhere have we seen 
Eastern customs more clearly and interestingly 
defined. But the work hasan additional value for 
its philosophical research into the peculiarities of 
To Biblical scholars and 
Christians generally it will bea prize. The abun- 
dance of maps and illustrations makes it still 
more valuable. The paper and press work are de- 
lightfully clear and handsome, The work will 
without doubt rank as a reliable and needed 
standard in its line, and will be unusually valua- 
ble for the pastor’s and Sunday-school teacher’s 
library—especially in this day when so much light 
is being sought from Eastern lands for the clearer 
and fuller elucidation of Bible truths. 

FREE Russia. Large 12mo, pp. 359. Illustrated. 
By Wm. Hepworth Dixon. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. The presses of the Messrs. Harper & 
Brothers are prolific in valuable standard works 
for public and private libraries. Several timely 
works have lately issued therefrom, which’ havead- 
ditional interest just now because of the condition of 
things in Continental Europe. The Life of Bis- 
marck, lately out, will for this reason be read by in- 
creasing numbers with increasing interest. The 
present volume on Russia will claim attention for 
a like cause. Mr. Dixon has given a very graphic 
account of his recent travels in that great country, 
and by the peculiar character of his observations 
has enabled us to see more clearly and satisfacto- 
rily just what the Russian people are, at home, in 
their social and domestic habits and manners than 
any other writer who has undertaken the task. To 
be sure, a rapid flight through such a vast extent 
of territory must be in many respects superficial, 
and in some respects faulty and inadequate, 
and yet one cannot but feel that the scenes and 
characters described are representative, and may 
be taken with a good degree of confidence as exhi- 
biting the living, moving and being of the Russian 
people, The author tells us some very striking 
things, and his work is of a kind that one cannot 
read without becoming most deeply absorbed in 
it. A description of the religious life of the people, 
and of their present political condition and pros- 
pects as free, contrasted with their recent serfdom, 
forms the greater part of the author’s design. The 
work is altogether attractive, and will be a means 
of information that Americans will surely prize. 
By reason of her vast territory, her population 
more than double our own, her religious needs 
and opportunities, and for many other considera- 
tions, Russia challenges our deepest and most in- 
terested attention. 

SIBYL’s WAY. Boston: D. Io/hrop & Co. The 
author attempts in this book to portray a charac- 
ter that is not perhaps uncommon among our 
young people. Sityl isa naturally impulsive, wil- 
ful, fun-loving girl, hating all sorts of restraint, 
and having no self-control. She is not actually 
bad at heart, but weak and volatile, and needing a 
deeper work of grace to enable her to bring forth 








any of the fruits of the religion which she professes. 
Her struggles to overcome are faint and ineffec- 
tual. The influence of a teacher who understands 
and sympathizes with her is finally made the 
means of correcting and establishing her charac- 
ter. The book hasacertain charm of sauciness 
and independence about it, but we doubt its useful- 
ness. Especially do we doubt the propriety of 
some of the expedients adopted by the teacher to 
win her refractory pupil. Some fundamental ideas 
of discipline and authority are set at naught by 
them, and the tendency of the book is, on the 
whole, to a depreciation of reverence and respect 
for rightful authority. 


HARBAUGH’S HARFE. By the late Rev. Henry 
Harbaugh, D.D. Edited by B. Bauseman, Phila- 
delphia: Reformed Church Publication Board. This 
is a handsome quarto volume, illustrated, and 
beautifully printed on toned paper. Itisacollection 
of poems by the revered author, who, as an able 
writer in English, asa professor in Mercersburg 
Theological Seminary, and a leader in the Church, 
was long known and beloved. The poems are 
written in the Pennsylvania-Dutch dialect, and 
having originally appeared in different periodicals 
attracted attention both here and abroad as pure 
specimens of this interesting dialect. They are 
mostly descriptive of the domestic life of the home- 
loving Germans, and several of them are full of 
beauty and tender pathos. Three or four of the 
poems are in English, to give the English reader a 
taste of the sweetness of the original. A vocabu- 
lary of Pennsylvania-Dutch words is also append- 
ed. Inthe interior of Pennsylvania particularly 
this work will be highly prized, and the effort of 
the publishers in providing it be thankfully ac- 
knowledged. 

WHITE AS Snow. By Edward and Ruth Garrett. 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co. Half-a- 
dozen real life-stories compose this interesting 
book. They are very well written, and full of pi- 
quant suggestiveness. The little bits of wise phi- 
losophy, mingled with the poetry and the senti- 
ment, make up a series of charming mosaics. 
They furnish such graphic pictures of the human 
heart in its every-day hopes and fears, its aspira- 
tions and affections, as not only to attract by their 
fidelity and charm by their vivid representations, 
but also to give one valuable hints in the study of 
human life and character. The three or foursto- 
ries we have read are everyway admirable and to 
be commended as amongst the freshest and most 
readable of the season. 

Gop SOVEREIGN AND MAN FREE; or, The Doc- 
trine of Divine Foreordination and Man’s Free 
Agency Stated, Illustrated, and Proved from the 
Scriptures. By the Rev. Nathan L. Rice, D. D. 
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
The skill of the author in the discussion of theolo- 
gical questions has long been known, and one is 
sure to find clear statement, forcible illustration, 
accurate research and earnest defence, on any 
question of religious doctrine and duty which he 
undertakes to explain and defend. Even those 
who do not agree with the author's views find 
them to be very valuable as summaries of state- 
ment and argument. 


THE YOUNG SHIPBUILDERS OF ELM ISLAND. By 
the Rev. Elijah Kellogg. Boston: Lee & Shepard. 
Another volume of the “Elm Island Stories,” by 
the Rev. Mr. Kellogg, and fully equal in point of 
interest and merit to the rest of theseries. The 
author has a rare talent for interesting boys espe- 
cially, and his stories are never without some 
good practical purpose. “The Young Shipbuilders’’ 
teaches the beauty and value of a self-reliant inde- 
pendence of character, backed up by diligent in- 
dustry and plodding perseverance. It is a spright- 
ly, practical, interesting and instructive boy’s 
book. 

GLAD TIDINGS. By Robert Boyd,D.D. Chicago: 
Kenney & Sumner. This is a good book to put into 
the hands of the impenitent or the inquirer, Its 
statements are plain and clear, and its appeals ear- 
nest and affectionate. It has reached the eighth 
edition, and has been blessed in turning many to 
the Saviour. The faithful Sunday-school teacher 
could find use forit by recommending it judiciously 
to his scholars. 

BIBLE Gems; or, Manualof Scripture Lessons, 
By R. E. Kremer, Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 
Co. An excellent summary of Scripture history 





and doctrine in the form of brief lessons, by ques- 
tion and answer, and intended to be used as a text- 
book in public schools. For this use we can rea- 
dily see how it will serve an important end in the 
instruction of the young in elementary religious 
facts and truths, 

SNARLY OR SHARLY? Philadelphia: American 
Sunday-School Union. A pretty story of a little 
girl, intended to show the hatefulness of peevish- 


ness in a child, and well suited for the smaller 
classes in Sabbath-school. 


MODERN SPIRITUALISM :—What Are We to Think 
ofIt? By the Rev. Nathan L. Rice, D.D. Philadel- 
phia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. In this 
little tract of 72 pages the whole question of spiri- 
tualism is treated with clearness and force by one 
who has carefully examined into its principles, 
professions, pretensions and tendencies. 

THE CALL OF THE Hour. By Wm. Guest, F.G.S., - 
author of “The Young Man Setting Out in Life,” 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. An earnest tract, warn- 
ing against Popery, Ritualism, Rationalism and 
Intemperance as the giant evils of the hour, to op- 
pose which all evangelical Christians are call- 
ed upon to unite in prayer and effort. 

‘“‘CoME HoME, MoTHER!” New York: National 
Temperance Society. Three little stories from the 
English, having their modest place and use in 
tem perance literature. 

EUNICE Somers. Boston: Congregational Publish- 
ing Society. An interesting book, calculated to im- 
press the Scripture facts concerning the ministra- 
tions of angels. The agency of these beings, good 
and evil, as noted in the Old and New Testaments, 
is traced in a manner that will hold the attention 
of youthful readers while it imparts useful in- 
struction on the subject. 

MAN AND WIFE. By Wilkie Collins. With por- 
trait of the author, and illustrations. A novel, in- 
tended to show up some of the oppressive and un- 
just features of the English marriage and divorce 
laws. New York: Harper & Brothers. 

STEIGER'S LITERARISCHER MONATSBERICHT— 
(Literary Monthly Record) New York: £. Steiger. 
A literary periodical published in German, and 
interesting as well as useful to all German-Ameri- 
cans, keeping them posted in literary matters in 
the Fatherland, and in the German-American lite- 
rature of this country. To American students of 
the German tongue it will also be of service. It is 
sent free and pre-paid to all who will address the 
publisher. 

THE TECHNOLOGIST. August. New York: In- 
dustrial Publication Company. This remarkably 
cheap and valuable journal especially devotes it- 
self to engineering, manufacturing and building, 
and discusses most questions of applied science 
with practical wisdom and ability. $2a year. 

LITTELL’s LIVING AGE. Nos. 1363and 1364. Bos- 
ton: Littell & Gay. An old-time favorite eclectic 
of foreign current literature. Published weekly at 
$8 a year, 

Our MONTHLY. August. Cincinnati: Sutton & Scott. 
This new Presbyterian magazine for the family 
deserves to succeed for the brightness, strength and 
purity of its contents, and for the ability and cha- 
racter of its contributors, who rank as writers 
among the best of the distinguished clergymen 
and laymen of the denomination. The maga- 
zine is suitable for all Christian homes, being in 
no sense narrow orsectarian, It is handsomely 
got up, and to be warmly praised. $3a year, 

THE ALDINE PREss. July. New York: Sutton, 
Bowne & Co. This splendid art journal has seven 
illustrations this month, one full-page, and one by 
Dore’. They are well executed and attractive. Be- 
side the artistic beauty, the literary news and mat- 
ter is of choice kind. $2.50 a year on stiff rollers, to 
prevent damage by mail. 

PASTORAND PEOPLE. A well appearing religious 
paper, conducted by an association of evange'ical 
clergymen, and published on the 15th ofeach month 
at$layear. Boston: Macomber, Sexton & Co. 

WoRK AND PLAY, published by Milton Bradley 
& Co, Springfield, Mass., is a well conducted juve- 
nile magazine, well fitted to amuse and instruct 
the young. It has a croquet department as one of 
its features. 

TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT of the Board 
of Education of the City of Syracuse, New York. 
Edward Smith, Superintendent of Schools, A large 
pamphlet of 184 pages. 
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Advertising Department. 


Under this head we classify the business notices 
which follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Tt te our purpose and determination not to admit into 
#& anything of an objectionable character, under any 
ctreumstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no special address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, it will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & CO., 


PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


MAP OF PALESTINE, 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE,6BY9FEET. $15. 








This magnificent map is the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thorough Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent authors, both 
of our own country and Europe, have been con- 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared torender this the most valuable 
map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 

I use it constantly in my lectures. It is the best 

e map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 
Sabbath-school had one.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D. 

I do heartily recommend it to all who are inter- 
ested in re ye the geography and topography, 
both ancient and modern, of Palestine.—Rev. J. P. 
Durbin, D. D. 

The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
eause of their labors.—Rev. Edw. N. Kirk, D. D. 

The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bath-school should be without it—Rev. Wm. CG. 
Cattell, D. D. 

Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
school, possessing it! Iam not only pleased, Iam 
delighted with it, in all respects whatever.—Rev. 
Henry C. Fish, D. D. 


I am convinced that in minuteness, accuracy and 


gy gong detail it is the best work extant.— 
Ri. . Wm, Bacon ens, D. D. 


ay the boldness and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted for instructing schools and large 
assemblies. I have used it with much satisfaction.— 
Rev. J. P. ypson, D. D. 

I agi the Map as a most valuable one, and 
heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 
ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. Joseph 
Cummings, D. D. 

A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address if requested. 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 
OF THE FOLLOWING 


BEAUTIFUL MONTHLIES FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 


By using either one or all of these papers, we can 
supply a school, one, two, three, or four times a 
month. 

Neither of the papers is of a denominational 
character, and therefore they are acceptable to any 
Sunday-school. 

To accommodate schools that do not wish to make 
ayearly paymentin advance, subscriptions will be 
received by us for six months, at half the annual 
rates. Specimens, with terms, sent post-paid, on 
receipt 01 a stamp, and subscriptions received by us, 








Graded Question Paper. 


Issued for Every Week. 


The Series of Question Papers for Scholars, to ac- 
company the Lessons which are appearing in The 
Sunday-School Times this year, are furnished on the 
following terms: 


Subscriptionsin Advance. 


100 copies, from Aug 7th toclose of the year, 
50 “ “ oe se oe 
25 “ ty : oe “ “ 


10 “ Lt) “ oo o 


$4.00 
2.00 
1.00 
40c 





Try them! Try them!! 


100 copies, three months, on trial, - 
50 “ “ “ * a 
25 bas * 
10 “ a 


No subscriptions received for less than 10 copies. 
Samples sent to any address on receipt of astamp 
for postage. 


PHILIP PHILLIPS’ 


Sacred and Sunday-School Music, 
AND 
Smith’s Unrivalled American Organs, 
37 UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 





Over two millions of his works in use in the 
Churches, Sabbath-schools and homes of Europe 
and America, ‘*New Hallowed Songs,” ‘“Stan- 
dard Singer,” “Singing Pilgrim,” ** Fresh Leaves,”’ 
“Standard Gems,’ &c.,&c. “The Singing Annual,”’ 
for Sabbath-schools, containing nothing but new 
and original music, will be published July 1st, 1870. 
Write or call, hear and see the most popular Sun- 
day-school Music, at 37 Union Square. N. B.—“The 
Singing People,’’ devoted to the cause of congrega- 
tional singing, is published quarterly, at 50 cents 
per annum. 


TEACHER’S BIBLE. 


This is an admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
complete references, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good readable type, with 
@ number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages, entitled, “‘ An Index to the Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 
great practical value. The book also contains 
Chronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to the Banishment of John to the 
island of Patmos. The volume is bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 


Imitation Moroccg, $3.00; by mail, $3.20. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp, $6.00; by mail, $6.28. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mail, $7.28. 








INTERESTING LECTURES 
On Turkey and the East. 
By A. 0. VAN LENNEP. 


Illustrated with large 
colored pictures and ob- 
em jects of curiosity. For 
aw terms apply at S. S. 
TEACHERS’ AGENCY & 
BAZAAR, 76 East 9th St., 
New York. 
N. B.—Every Teacher should send for our Circn- 
lars—free to any address. 





Ba EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to fille The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and subst Pp 
Binders. It will last from year toyear. Price by 
mail, $1. 


tial +, 








BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


1—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
IIl.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 
III.—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 
24 Cents Per Dozen. 
VII.—THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. * 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
48 Cents Per Dozen. 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XI.—THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XII.—CHRISTIANA AND HER CHILDREN. 
96 Cents Per Dozen. 
XIII.—JESUS, THE ROSE OF SHARON, 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so urranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the thirteen sent to any one by 
mail on receipt of 55 cents. 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Sabhath-School Superintendents. 


Clergymen, Superintendents, Teachers, Commit- 
tees and others, on application, wiil receive gratis, 


A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 
OF 


Sabbath-School Books, 


Containing a List of New and Select Books, 
Published within fifteen months previous to Janu- 
ary Ist, 1870; also, a Catalogue comprising over 
twenty-two hundred volumes of books which are ge- 
nerally selected and admitted into Sabbath- 
School Libraries of all denominations. These Cata- 
logues, descriptive as far as possible, will be found 
of great assistance in making selections, and a va- 
ljuable medium of reference. 


A Complete Assortment of Sabbath-Schooi 
Books and Sabbath-School Requisites. 


All New Books received as soon as published. 
When entrusted with the selection of Libraries, 
care will be taken to select the best books, and any 
volumes that do not prove satisfactory, after exa- 
mination, may be exchanged. Lists priced, and 
information furnished promptly. Address, 


ALFRED MARTIEN, 


Wholesale Sabbath-School Bookseller, 
1214 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


GEIST’S ADHESIVE LABELS. 


1 to 300, 2101 to 2400, 
301 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
601 to 900, 2701 to 3000, 
901 to 1200, 3001 to 3300, 

1201 to 1500, 3301 to 3600, 
1501 to 1800, 3601 to 3900, 
1801 to 2100, 3001 to 4100. 











These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
30 cents for a sheet, containing 300labels. Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid, 
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IMPORTANT AIDS 


FOR 


Superintendents 2 Teachers. 


PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 


OF 


THE HOLY BIBLE. 





A concordance of subjects and complete index to 
the Holy Scriptures in which the various persons, 
places and subjects mentioned are accurately re- 
ferred to, and every word briefly explained; toge- 
ther with a chronological arrangement of the 
whole Bible, by which the Scriptures may be read 
in one connected narrative. Price, $1.50. 





Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 
BY REV. GEORGE JONES. 





In the preparation of this instructive volume, 
the author brought to his aid an extensive study of 
books, added to his own personal observations in 
the countries of the Bible, and leads us over por- 
tions of Scripture history which are compara- 
tively but little explored; hence some of the chap- 
ters have a peculiar freshness, combined with a 
sacred interest; for instance, the one describing 
Abraham’s contract for the tomb-caves at Hebron, 
showing the manner in which alphabets were ori- 
ginally made, will be considered by some well 
worth the price of the book. Large 12mo, 496 pages, 
with numerous illustrations. Price, $2. 





Life-Scenes from the Gospels. 
BY REV. GEORGE JONES. 





This is a most useful and important work for 
Superintendents and Teachers, and indeed for any 
one who desires to get a thorough knowledge of 
the stirring and eventful scenes that transpired in 
the time of our Saviour. The record of each scene 
is given with such aclearness and minuteness of 
description as to throw great light on the Scripture 
narrative; indeed no one can attentively read this 
book without being more deeply impressed with 
the wonderful life and labors, as well as the trials 
and privations, of the Saviour and His band of 
chosen followers, Large 12mo, 448 pages, with 25 
illustrative engravings. Price, $2. 





SHORT STUDIES 


For Sunday-School Teachers. 
BY REV. C. S. ROBINSON, D. D. 





Some of the richest and freshest thoughts in the 
whole range of Sunday-school work are here to be 
found in beautiful, terse, sometimes odd, but always 
original and strong expression. The book abounds 
in short, pithy, sententious illustration, and has no- 
thing hackneyed in it. It is eminently suggestive, 
stimulating and refreshing, and will be a treasure 
to superintendents, teachers and workers in the 
Cause. Price, $1.25. 





(See next column.) 





IMPORTANT AIDS. 
(CONTINUED.) 


STUDIES IN BIBLE LANDS. 


BY REV. W. L. GAGE. 


. 





The interest manifested in Scripture Geography 
has greatly increased within a few years. A new 
volume has recently appeared from the Rev. Mr. 
Gage, the translator of ‘“‘Ritter’s Comparative Geo- 
g aphy of Palestine.” It is not only beautiful in 
mechanical appearance, but exceedingly interest- 
ing in graphic descriptions. Seventy spirited illus- 
trations add greatly to the attractiveness of the 
work. Price, $2, 


NEW HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 


BY REV. GEORGE W. CLARK. 








A new work most admirably arranged for the 
use of those who are engaged in studying the Life 
of our Lord. We do not Kuow of any other volume 
ofits kind so inexpensive, and at the same time 
so full and fresh and useful for Sabbath-school 
teachers who are pursuing any course of lessons 
on the Life of Christ. We earnestly recommend 
this new Harmony to every student of the Holy 
Scriptures, Price, $1.50. 





BIBLE ANIMALS. 


BY REV. J. G. WOOD, M.A. 





This beautiful work is one of the most attractive 
aids to the study of the Bible ever published. Its 
author, who occupies the foremost place among 
living writers upon Natural History, has taken up 
in its proper succession, every creature whose 
name is given in the Scriptures, and supplied so 
much of its history as will enable the reader to un- 
derstand all the passages in which it is mentioned, 
A general account of each animal is first given, 
embracing its habits, peculiarities, mode of life, 
and where it is sought as game, the mannerin 
which it is caught; and these particulars are fol- 
lowed by special explanations (whenever required) 
of those texts in which pointed reference is made 
to it, but of which the full force cannot be gathered 
without a knowledge of Natural History. The 100 
illustrations it contains are from designs by the 
best artists, and are executed in the finest style of 
wood engraving. They have been carefully arrang- 
ed,so that each illustration explains one or more 
passages of Scripture. Royal 8vo. Price, $5. 


NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY, 


BY WM. SMITH, LL.D. 








A very valuable help for Sunday-school teachers 
is this New Testament History, covering as it does 
the whole ground of inquiry relative to the subject, 
and abounding in illustrations, maps, tables, charts, 
notes, indexes, &c., &c. The work is divided into 
three parts. First, an introduction, embracing the 
interval between the Old and New Testament pe- 
riods; Second, the Evangelists’ histories, harmo- 
nized and chronologically related; and Third, the 
Apostolic history, epistles, Journeys, labors and 
triumphs. A desirable prize for any student of the 
Bible. Price, $2. 





Single copies of any of these works sent by mail 
on receipt of price. 





DODD & MEAD’S Sunday-School 
Catalogue—a handsome pamphlet of 84 
pages——containing much valuable infor- 
mation for Superintendents, Teachers, and 
Librarians, sent to any address on appli- 
cation. DODD & MEAD, 

Successors to M. W. Dodd. 
762 Broadway, New York. 





PICTORIAL AIDS 


BLACKBOARD EXERCISES, 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sabbath-Schools, Bible-Classes, 


AND 
Congregational Bible Instruction. 
5 Large Charis. Size, 28 by 40 inches. 





These charts will be found very serviceable in 
the preparation of Lessons for Visible Illustration 
of Bible Themes. They are bold enough to be seen 
distinctly in alarge room, and meet a want that 
has been felt by those who have not had much ex- 
perience in the use of chalk on a blackboard. The 
subjects, already prepared, with a description of 
each lesson, are, 


The Good Shepherd, 
Parable of the Sower, 
The Pillar of Truth, 
The Two Mansions, 
The Christian Armor. 


The entire set will be sent by mail on receipt of 
$2.50, or a sample for examination for 50 cents. 


PIANOS, [435 Broome 8t., New York. ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish newseven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.000. We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and_ Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal, 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our newscale, medium-sized 7 
octave Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 

rices for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
Price-lists sent to any address. 








BIBLE PICTURES, 
ON CARDS 
SIZE, 4} BY 3} INCHES. 





This is one of the most beautiful series of Scrip- 
ture Pictures that has yet been published. A de- 
soription of each event that is illustrated is printed 
on the back of the card, and teachers will find 
them both very useful and exceedingly attractive 
for distribution in theirclasses. The subjects are 
as follows: 


JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 
ELIJAH FED BY THE RAVENS. 
MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES. 
LITTLE SAMUEL AND ELI. 
ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC. 
CAIN SLAYING ABEL. 
MOSES SMITING THE ROCK. 
REBEKAH AT THE WELL. 


They are put up with ten packages, (80 cards,) in 
a neat box, for $2.50. A sample parcel will be sent 
by mail for 25 cents. 
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oF THE FOR Gs Be PRIZE is 32 pages larger than the largest of 
>) r. radbury’s late Sunday-School Singing Books, 


BIBLE: 


COMPRISING ITS 
Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 


AND 


NATURAL HISTORY. 
Edited by WILLIAM SMITH, LL.D. 


While other editions of this valuable 
work by the eminent author have appear- 
ed, it would be difficult to conceive of one 
better adapted to the wants of Superinten- 
dents and Teachers. This American Edi- 
tion isa reprint from Dr. Smith’s abridge- 
ment, prepared by his own hand, and has 
been published at a price that will bring it 
within reach of the large and important 
class of readers for whom it is intended. 
Besides three valuable maps and numerous 
small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very 
fine steel engravings. 


Octavo, 776 Pages. 


English Cloth, Sprinkled Edges, $3.50 
Substantial Leather, Library Style, $4. 


Opinions Expressed. 


From Rev. D. C. Eddy, Baptist. 
This edition is admirably adapted to general 
circulation, and has advantages over any other one 
now before the public. It should be in the hands 
of every Bible student and Sunday-school teacher. 


From Rev. Wm. E. Schenck, Presbyterian. 

This abridgement, made by Dr. Smith himself, 
precisely meets the want of vast numbers of mi- 
nisters, Sabbath-school superintendents and teach- 
ers. The abridging process has been admirably 
performed; your edition contains, so far as I can 
judge. all of the larger work at all needful, except 
for the most learned and critical. 


From Bishop Janes, Methodist. 

It is and will be one of the standard works of its 
class. The edition you publish is a superior one, 
and its circulation must promotea more intelligent 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 


From Rev. Geo. Bushnell, Congregationalist 

Iam glad there is such an edition of ‘‘Smith’s 
Dictionary of the Bible,’ in an abridged form. 
There can be no doubt that it has been edited with 
care and good judgment, and the publishers have 
done their part admirably well. 


From Rev. A. L. Chapin, Pres. Beloit Col., Wis. 
I rejoice that an abridgement of this work, made 
by Dr. Smith himself, is given to the American 
public ina form and ata price 80 well adapted to 
general circulation. Sunday-school teachers will 
find it an invaluable aid, almost indispensable in 
preparing for their work. 
From Rev. Henry B. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Prof. 
Union College, New York. 

It seems to me that this is the best of the abridged 
editions, equal in typography to the original, and 
surpassing it in its maps and illustrations, as well 
as in its exactness. 
From Rev. I. W. Andrews, Pres, Marietta Col- 

lege, Ohio. 

The large work is familiarto all scholars,and this 
abridged edition, is for the great majority of read- 
ers, fully equal to that in many respects, and supe- 
rior in others. I take pleasure in giving it my 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


BY J. E. GOULD, 


Author of some of the finest collections of 
Church Music published. 





The favor with which this book has been received 
during the few months since its first publication, 
is satisfactory proof that its author has supplied a 
want that has long been felt for a superior book of 
Music and Hymns for Sunday-schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Contains 176 pages, with about 600 pieces, furnish- 
ing a variety of rich material, embracing some- 
thing appropriate to every season of interest in 
any school. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Has met with the most cordial approval, with 
scarcely a single exception, wherever submitted 
for examination, and is adopted as the standard in 
many schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Is suited to the use of all denominations of Chris- 
tians,as nothing has been introduced conflicting 
with the views held in common among the dif- 
ferent families of the church. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Promises to be the leading Music-Book among 
schools where a taste for the purest and best is 
esteemed of vital importance, instead of the light 
and trifling which too often abounds, 





PRICES OF THE BOOK. 


Per 100 Copies, 
Beautifully bound in cloth, with gilt side stamp, $50 
Substantial, stiff pasteboard covers, : : «©6880 
Neat paper covers, : . ¥ : $ : $25 
Sample (paper cover) for eneniution. sent by 
mail on receipt of 25 cents. 


FOR DISTRIBUTION 


AMONG TEACHERS. 


GOOD, CHEAP LITTLE BOOKS, 


IN PAPER COVERS. 








Per doz, 

A Model Sabbath-School Lesson, . - 96c, 
A Message from the Border-Land, - - 60c, 
A Usetul Life and Fragrant Memory, - 60c, 
God’s Child! Little Johnny, the Mission 

Scholar, - - - + - - - 36c, 
Lily, the Sweet Mission Flower, - = 86e, 
The Teacher’s Crown, - . - - - 386c. 


aa~ On receipt of 30 cents, a full set, for examina- 
tion, mailed to any address, 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaffét, preparea by 
G. PARDEE, containing some brief and useful 
hints forthe Sunday- -school teacher. It isintended 
to show the relations of the Superintendent, the 
Teachers, the Parents, the Pastor, the Church and the 
Community to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard, It also embraces some valuable principles 
of arate, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher, Many Superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in their schools. Packages 


and is full of justsuch gems as ‘*Come to the Sa- 
viour,” “All around are kind and loving,” “Imma.- 
nuel's Land,” “Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh,” 
“The Song ‘of the Angel Reapers,”’ “Joy to the 
World,” **There’s a light in the gg *? ““Whoso- 
ever will, ’ “The Prodigal Son,’ &c., which are al- 
ready immensely popular in the Sunday Schools of 
Chicago. In six weeks from the date of publication 
THE PR has reached an issue of 38, 


Copies. a the last two weeks of this time over 
20,000 copies have been sold. Price, 40c single: $4a 
dozen; a hundred, ROOT & CADY, 


7 Washington Street, Chicago. 





Mrs. Joseph F. Knapp’s 
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SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


$30 Per 100, Board Covers. 
Furnished by us in large or small quantities, 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenientarrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. Aftera choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it tothe class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making seleo- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of nostage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 
Single numbers, 5 cents, 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 

Constdering the amount and variety of origina 
matter in THE TIMES, tf ts believed to be the cheape:l 
religtous weekly published, 

/Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

JVo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid m 
advance, 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sut: 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due a 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where thé 
subscriber resides, 

Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, te any one who will 
solicit new subscribers. 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corre’ 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it cal 
be done, 

All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-school&, 
should be addressed to 














J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 








hearty commendation. 





of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 24 cents, 


PHILADELPHIA, PA, 














